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SAVE MUNY TO CELEBRATE ADDITION OF LIONS MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE 
TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  

Marker dedication to take place at Lions Municipal Golf Course on October 22, 2016 at 10AM 
 

Austin, Texas. September 15, 2016. 
 
The Save Muny initiative will host a celebration and marker dedication to honor Lions Municipal 
Golf Course (“Muny”) after its addition to the National Register of Historic Places and 
designation as a significant site for civil rights history. Starting at 10:00 AM on Saturday, 
October 22, the event program will include dedication of a historical marker, remarks, a press 
conference, and a “Hands Around Lions” reception in Muny's historic clubhouse ballroom. 
 
On July 7, 2016, the National Park Service listed Muny, Austin’s oldest municipal course, in the 
National Register of Historic Places. Muny was formative in the evolution of golf in Texas and 
remains a local treasure. But more importantly, the course is part of a broader social and cultural 
narrative around race relations. The most significant historical events at Muny occurred in 1950 
when two African American youths walked onto the course and were allowed to play. Their 
round marked the desegregation of Muny, almost four years before Brown v. Board of 
Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), the landmark civil rights Supreme Court case that mandated 
racial integration in schools and other public facilities. Thereafter the course regularly attracted 
black golfers from the across the state. Joe Louis – boxing legend and fierce crusader for the 
rights of African-American golfers — played the course in 1951 and again in July of 1953, 
shooting near par in 1953.   
 
With the National Register listing, “Muny” has been formally recognized as the first 
desegregated golf course in the South. This designation has been welcomed with tremendous 
support and pride in the Austin community and by University of Texas alumni around the 
world.  
 
“Hands Around Lions” will be a photographic opportunity for all attendees to show their support 
for the venerable course and its special role in the desegregation of public facilities in Austin and 
beyond. “Muny is significant because of its history, the beauty of the course and its green space, 
as well as it being as a gathering place for all of Austin,” according to Volma Overton Jr., who 
championed the idea of “Hands Around Lions.” 
 
Scheduled speakers include World Golf Hall of Famer Ben Crenshaw. 
 
Contact: For media inquires please contact Steve Wiener at 512-626-4025 or 
savemunyaustin@gmail.com.  
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