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Our next meeting will be Monday February 1st, 2016, 6:30PM,
Location Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….

LIONS MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE, A NATIONAL REGISTER
APPLICATION AND THE UT BOARD OF REGENTS
Submitted by Mary Arnold
January 14, 2016

THE CHALLENGE
A new shirt available in the Pro Shop at
Lions Municipal Golf Course proclaims,
“Come And Take It” -- a phrase used in
both the American Revolution and the
Texas Revolution indicating a refusal to
concede without resistance.
The Cooper-Robertson plan in June 2009
was commissioned by the UT Board
of Regents saying it would help fulfill
their fiduciary responsibilities, by using
the Brackenridge Tract for commercial
development to make money for the
University of Texas at Austin. Their plans
for developing the entire Brackenridge
Tract, including the golf course, called
for moving all graduate student housing
from the tract, and developing as many
as 8700 housing units for an estimated
13,050 residents, as well as offices, retail,
3 hotels -- and TRAFFIC galore!
When the Board of Regents voted, in
February 2011, not to renew the city’s
lease for Lions Municipal Golf Course
when it expires in May 2019, the Save
Muny group vowed once again not to
give up in the effort to maintain what
has been a beautiful green space and golf
course for almost 92 years!
THE HISTORY
Documentation
of
the
early
desegregation (1950-51) of Lions Muny

was well received by the Travis County
Commissioners Court and the Austin City
Council, both with resolutions of support
to the Texas Historical Commission,
which granted a Texas Historic Marker
for the golf course in 2009. However,
the University of Texas System, that
oversees the lease for the golf course
with the City of Austin, declined to give
permission for placement of the marker
actually on the golf course.
Having gained the State Marker, Save
Muny supporters began researching
the possibility of applying for listing as
a National Historic Register District.
“Golf courses are gradually emerging
as an important cultural resource in the
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University Texas students - both men and women - to play
golf, and Tom Penick, an early pro at Lions, became the first
Golf Coach named by Texas University, beginning a long
record of winning UT golf teams. Austin golfers who played
at Lions participated in state-wide tournaments in other cities
- during the 1920’s when golf was gaining interest in the state
and nation.

United States, able to reveal much about social history..”
according to an article in a National Park Service publication.
We have learned through our research about the golf course
and the struggles to integrate other golf courses in the former
Confederate states, that the quiet desegregation at Lions
Municipal, the first public golf course in Austin, was a first not
only in Texas but in all the former states of the Confederacy.
Lawsuits were filed in Houston and Beaumont by black golfers
to desegregate the city golf courses there, and the lawsuit filed
in Atlanta was decided by the United States Supreme Court in
1955 in favor of desegregating the Atlanta golf course. Yet it
was a US Supreme Court case, Sweatt v. Painter, decided June
5, 1950, mandating that the University of Texas Law School
admit an African American student, that probably encouraged
Mayor Taylor Glass and two other councilmen, not to object
when two black youths were discovered playing golf at Lions
Muny.

After completing a clubhouse in 1930, the Lions Club and the
group it had formed in particular to raise funds for and operate
the course, began to think of arranging for the City of Austin to
become the lease holder and operator. Negotiations between
the two, and with the UT Board of Regents, resulted in a new
50 year lease between UT and the City of Austin. The new
lease was signed in 1937, with the City assuming remaining
indebtedness, and committing $30,000 for an irrigation system
and other improvements, with the use of WPA labor.
THE NEGOTIATIONS
In 1972-1973 and again in 1987-89, the Board of Regents
threatened to cancel and not renew the city’s lease for the golf
course. After negotiations between 3 members of the Board
of Regents and 3 City Council members, an agreement was
reached in December 1973 whereby the lease could continue
to the end of its 50 year period, provided the City agree to help
UT by giving some city right-of-way through the UT campus,
and agreeing to pay for paving a “new” Red River Street
around the east edge of the campus. The City also agreed to
pay for some improvements on the course. Save Muny was
organized in 1972 to protest the Regents cancellation of the
lease, and gained support for keeping the course through
petitions, meetings with Council members, legislators, and the
press.

Lions Municipal Golf Course, was first envisioned by
members of the local Austin Lions Club in the early 1920’s
- after the 1921 decision of the Texas Legislature not to move
the main UT campus to the Brackenridge Tract. The UT Board
of Regents approved leasing about 300 acres of the tract to
the group for the purpose of building a municipal golf course
in May 1924. The Regents were said to have granted the 25
year lease “in recognition of the splendid response made by the
people of Austin in the University stadium campaign.” (i.e.,
the campaign for funds to construct Memorial Stadium)
A grandfather of former Mayor Frank Cooksey, B. F. Rowe, is
given credit, in news articles of the times, for the design and
construction of the course. In about 2006-2007 a photo book
with pictures of the construction of the course was loaned to
Lloyd Morrison, then pro at Muny, by Tinsley Penick, son of
early Muny pro, Tom Penick. The pictures showed African
American workers clearing the land for the course.

By 1987, the UT campus had expanded, as had the enrollment,
and the Regents again sought to use the Brackenridge Tract
as a way to generate additional funds in light of Legislative
hesitancy to keep increasing University appropriations. A
Save Muny leader, Dick Kemp, suggested that “development
rights” for the golf course be “transferred” to other parts of the
Brackenridge Tract.
The lease was extended in 1987, with the condition that the 1989
Texas Legislature adopt a “land use plan” for the Brackenridge
Tract - including the golf course - or else the lease would
terminate in June 1990. This allowed for negotiations about a
land use plan for the Brackenridge Tract and a representative of
the Austin City Council, representatives of two neighborhood
associations, and several other citizens, including Dick Kemp
of the Golf Advisory group for the city and Save Muny, along
with the head of the city’s planning department and someone
from the city attorney’s office, to negotiate with the UT System
Real Estate office and General Counsel’s office.

The first 9 holes were opened in October 1924, and the other
9 in September 1925. Lions Municipal provided a course for
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The result was the Brackenridge Development Agreement
approved by the Board of Regents and the City Council,
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and validated by the Texas Legislature. In that agreement
certain development parameters for particular pieces of the
Brackenridge Tract were approved, with no non-University
development to take place on the Brackenridge Field Lab or the
Golf Course for 30 years -- with 3 five-year extensions allowed,
provided both the city and UT agreed to the extensions. The
golf course lease was revised to provide for significant annual
lease payments to UT for the golf course. These payments,
provided by golf revenues on Muny and other city of Austin
courses, i.e., money from the Austin golfers using city courses,
will have amounted to $9,926,920 by May 2019.

West Austin neighborhood group
MINUTES JANUARY 4, 2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

These are the minutes of the meeting of the West Austin
Neighborhood Group Board of Directors (the “Board”) held
Monday, January 4, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., at the Howson Public
Library.

I.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Board
Member August Harris with the following board members
in attendance: George Edwards, Joe Bennett, Mary Arnold,
Gunnar Seaquist, Joyce Basciano, Blake Tollett, Holly
Reed, August, Haidar Khazen, and Mike Cannatti in
attendance. Board President, Cathy Kyle, and Member,
Elizabeth Adams, was not present.

II.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the October and
December meetings were unanimously approved, with
minor revisions.

III.

Neighborhood Communications:
A. Mount Bonnell Improvements: The Friends of Mt.
Bonnell are working on a project to install additional
stairs at Mt. Bonnell. They are seeking contributions
of the remaining $3,000.00 of the $16,000.00 project.
Board Member Tollett made a motion for the West
Austin Neighborhood Group to donate $300.00 to
support the project. The motion was seconded by
Board Member Edwards and carried unanimously.
IV
Land Matters:

WHAT’S NEXT
It is our desire that the National Register application for Lions
Municipal Golf Course be approved: on recommendation of
the State Board of Review of the Texas Historical Commission
at its meeting in San Antonio on January 23 to consider several
applications, and by the Texas Historical Commission for
submission to the appropriate officials at the National Park
Service. In the event that the application is NOT recommended
for such submission, those that prepared the application will be
able to submit it directly to the National Park Service.

A. 3005 Scenic Dr.: Homeowners are seeking a variance

of the current impervious coverage restrictions in
order to construct a swimming pool. The home was
built in 1967, prior to the current impervious coverage
standards. The existing structure has impervious
coverage of 75% of the lot. The homeowners
proposed to alter the existing structure and flatwork
to reduce impervious coverage 60.5% and to install a
rain collection system to help ameliorate overflow of
water off of the property. The homeowner informed
the Board that there is no neighbor opposition to this
request. Board Member Arnold made a motion that
the Board not oppose the variance request, contingent
on no neighbor opposition and the installation of the
rainwater collection system as represented to the
Board. Board Member Bennett seconded the motion,
which passed by majority vote. Board Member
Harris recused himself from the vote.

At the same time, the history and its importance, as shown
in the application, should be enough to encourage the City of
Austin and the University of Texas at Austin to find ways to
preserve the historic property as an important reflection of our
heritage, and discuss all aspects of how the University of Texas
and the City of Austin work together in this community.
Links for National Register application for Lions Municipal
Golf Course:
Application: http://www.thc.state.tx.us/public/upload/
preserve/national_register/draft_nominations/Austin%2C%20
Lions%20Municipal%20NR%20SBR%20Nov%2015.pdf
Photos:
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/public/upload/
preserve/national_register/draft_nominations/Austin%2C%20
Lions%20Municipal%20NR%20Photos.pdf
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B. 505 Deep Eddy: The neighborhood is concerned

because the City appears to have re-activated the
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2005 remodel permit at 505 Deep Eddy. That
permit allowed for the remodel of a structure that
was previously moved on to the lot. However, that
structure was subsequently removed and a new
structure built in its place, which is not compliant
with the Land Development Code. Board Member
Tollett spoke to the City’s Chief Building Official,
Carl Wren, who informs that there is a “verbal hold”
on any further work on the property, however the
City is allowing flatwork on the lot to progress.
WANG will continue to press the City for answers
as to why the permit was reactivated and to ensure
that no additional work is performed on this property
unless appropriately permitted and in conformance
with applicable land development regulations.
C. 3706 Bonnie Rd.: The Acton Academy West filed
an application for a conditional use permit, which
was rejected as incomplete. Specifically, the City
wanted the occupants to submit an environmental
impact survey, which has not been completed. In
the meantime, the City has indicated that the Acton
Academy will be allowed to continue operating a
school without a permit and that no further action
will be taken by the City in this regard.
V.

B. Winsted Ln. Project: This project has stalled
recently. There is a new bike coordinator with the
City who has not been returning calls from the
Board. Additionally, the City has indicated that it
does not want to proceed with the bike and pedestrian
lane project until Winsted Ln. is repaved, which is
currently scheduled for 2017. Board Member Harris
has proposed to City staff that it just pave the City’s
portion of Winsted Ln. from Windsor Road to the
TxDOT right of way that begins immediately north
of West Enfield Park so that the paving will cost
less and can receive a higher priority and completed
sooner. The Board continues to work with City staff
to move the project forward as soon as possible.

VIII. ANC Liason Report: Board Member Basciano states that
there is an upcoming vision and values workshop for the Austin
Oaks development. At the request of the Mayor, Rodney Gonzalez,
Director, Development Services Dept will be making a presentation
on the performance measures (“success matrix”) derived from
recommendations in the Zucker Report that specifically address the
construction permitting process.
IX.

Treasurer’s Report:
Current balance in the WANG checking account is
$13,687.52. Current balance in the WANG oak wilt
account is $1,206.28.

X.

Old Business:
A. Muny NRD Nomination (State Board of Review
1/23/16): The University of Texas System Board of
Regents met and voted to authorize UT System officials
and staff to take steps as necessary in connection with
the nomination of the Lions Municipal Golf Course
and other University property to the National Register
of Historic Places. It appears UT will be opposing the
application to designate Muny as a historic site.

XI.

New Business:
A. Mayfield Trowel and Error: Trowel and Error is a
fundraiser held every spring to support Mayfield Park.
Board Member Harris made a motion for the West Austin
Neighborhood Group to contribute $300.00 to support
Mayfield Park, which was seconded by Board Member
Bennett and carried unanimously.
B. February meeting: The next Board meeting will be held
on February 1, 2016.

Adjourn
Board Member Harris adjourned the meeting.

Membership:

Minutes from our Annual meeting in October and our
meeting in December have been posted to our website at
http://westaustinng.com/neighborhood/meeting-minutes/

Membership continues to increase.

West Austin Neighborhood Group

Newsletter:

Haidar did not receive all of the content for the last
newsletter in time for publication, and the newsletter was not
published on time. All advertising for the December newsletter will
be placed in the January newsletter.

Transportation:
A. Mopac delays (contractor in default): Contractor
CH2M continues to be behind schedule on the Mopac
improvement project, and CTRMA has notified
CH2M that it is in default under the construction
contract. CH2M maintains it is doing everything that
it can to remediate the default. CH2M is changing
its business model and this is the last construction
project of this kind that it will be undertaking.

VI.

VII.
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78703 Real Estate Update
Year in Review
by Elizabeth Adams, Realtor

This is the perfect time to review 2014 versus
2015 market statistics for homes sold feeding to
Casis Elementary.
Currently there are 48 active listings.
Homes sold 2014 187
Homes sold 2015 173
Median selling price 2014 $860,200
Median selling price 2015 $1,063,000
Median sold price per sf 2014 $361
Median sold price per sf 2015 $389
Median days on market 2014 18
Median days on market 2015 31
This is a 7% increase in price per sf
and a 23% increase in median sales price.(Source ABOR MLS)

Leaf Cutting Ants

by Wizzie Brown

Leaf cutting ants are reddish-brown with three pairs of spines
on the thorax and one pair of spines on the back of the head.
Workers come in various sizes, but can be up to ½ an inch long.
Mounds can become large and are sometimes mistaken for fire
ant mounds. Leaf cutter ant mounds have a central opening and
often a crater shape at the top.

land. Colonies are usually found in well drained, sandy or
loamy soils.
Plants can be temporarily protected by using spray adhesives
around the base of the plant. The adhesive would need to be
refreshed often when dirt or debris accumulates. Temporary
protection can also be provided with contact insecticidal spray
or dusts labeled for “ants”. If mounds are located in an area,
the bait product labeled for leaf cutter ants, Amdro Ant Block,
can be broadcast with a hand-held spreader around the mound
area. If no mounds are seen, then residual sprays and dusts
labeled for “ants” can be used along foraging trails and around
openings.
For more information or help with identification, contact
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program
Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at
www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no
discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension Service
or the Texas AgriLife Research is implied.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race,
color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

Fashion Reloved, LLC
Luxury Consignment for Men and Women

• Austin’s local small business
• Experienced high-end item
reseller
• Convenient pick up of items from
your home

Leaf cutting ants typically forage when the temperatures are
cooler, such as at night or in the morning. They can sometimes
cause complete defoliation of plants or small trees overnight.
These ants remove leaves and buds from plants in the landscape.
The ants do not eat the plant pieces, but take the pieces back
to their colony and feed them to a fungus garden. They tend
a particular species of fungus and weed out any other fungus
from the garden.

• Our consignors earn up to 75% of the sale price
• Sale proceeds may be donated to the charity of your
choice
• Client establishes the minimum selling price on most
cherished items

Visit us at: www.fashionreloved.com
Text or call: 512-627-2102
Email: services@fashionreloved.com

Colonies may exist for years and can exceed over two million
ants. It is not unusual for a single colony to cover an acre of
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