P.O. Box 5722 • Austin, Texas 78763-5722 • July, 2016
Organized 1973

“To preserve our neighborhood and
protect it from deterioration.”
Board of Directors
Cathy Kyle
President
Gunnar Sequist
Secretary
Blake Tollett
Assistant Secretary
August “Happy” Harris III
Past-President
George Edwards
Treasurer
Committee Members
Elizabeth Adams
Mary Arnold
Joyce Basciano
Joseph Bennett
Michael Cannatti
Erik Cary
George Edwards
Haidar Khazen
Holly Reed

Our next meeting will be Monday Aug 1, 2016, 6:30PM,
Location Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….

SUMMER FUN
Summer arrived in full force
last week, bringing unbearably hot
and humid afternoons. The rains of
early June seem a distant memory,
although our lakes and streams are
still wonderfully full. It’s the only
time of year that you’re able to
swim in Barton Creek! Despite the
heat, there’s lots going on in our
neighborhood that you won’t want
to miss.

Honarary Committee Members
Hon. Steve Adler
Hon. Sherri Gallo
Hon. Kathie Tovo

The best is the annual
July 4 parade. Kudos to Charisse
Sayers and her team for taking
over the planning, organizing,
and fundraising for this event. I
vividly remember decorating the
boys’ bikes in festive streamers,
lining up near Good Shepherd
Episcopal Church, and making our
th

by Cathy Kyle

way through the neighborhood to
Reed Park. Some brought picnic
lunches, others were grilling, and
I believe that Jim-Jim’s was onhand. This year’s event is definitely
more upscale, with food and
games to celebrate the day. It’s a
great opportunity to catch up with
neighbors and meet new folks.
Another terrific local event
is the upcoming Movie in the
Park, organized by the
inimitable Elizabeth
Adams. On Friday, July
15, we’ll screen Inside
Out at Tarrytown Park.
The fun will start about
6 pm, with games, food
and other delights. The
movie was chosen
based on an online
poll conducted through
WANG’s website --many thanks to
all who took the time to vote. The
screening will start at dusk. Bring a
blanket or lawn chairs and a picnic,
and join in the fun. This event is
sponsored by WANG and Grande
Communications, among other
underwriters.
You may have heard that

SUMMER FUN, continued from page 1

Deep Eddy pool is celebrating its centennial this summer.
It will also be screening a series of movies through the
Parks and Rec Department. The ever-popular Raiders
of the Lost Ark will be shown on July 9. Nothing beats
the summer heat quite like watching a great movie from
the water.You can find a complete listing of movies at
Deep Eddy at www.deepeddy.org, along with other
opportunities to support the pool by joining with Friends
of Deep Eddy.
Whatever your preference or inclination, there’s sure to
be something something going on in the neighborhood
to help you beat the heat and enjoy the inimitable Austin
summer. We’ll continue to post events on the calendar at
www.westaustinng.org, so check it out!

Are you missing
Lyft and Uber?
Here is a list of alternatives similar to
the Lyft and Uber apps:

•
•
•
•
•

GetMe
Fare
Fasten
Ride
Arcade

West Austin Neighborhood Group
MINUTES June 6, 2016
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
These are the minutes of the meeting of the West
Austin Neighborhood Group Board of Directors (the
“Board”) held Monday, June 6, 2016, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Howson Public Library.
I.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by
August Harris with the following board members
in attendance: Joe Bennett, Mary Arnold, Gunnar
Seaquist, Blake Tollett, George Edwards, Holly
Reed, Joyce Basciano and Mike Cannatti in
attendance. Elizabeth Adams and President Cathy
Kyle were not in attendance

II.

Approval of Minutes: Approval of the May minutes
was tabled. 			

III.

Report from Council Member Gallo’s Office:
There was no report from Councilmember Gallo’s
office. The Board did discuss the Department
Consolidations Task Force Recommendation to
consolidate the Development Services and Code
departments. This proposal is supported by
Councilmembers Gallo, Troxclaire, and Kitchen.

Here are some apps offering
a little different service:

The Board also discussed proposals for the District
10 Parks Wish List. Currently, one of the proposed
wish list sites is the cliff along Shoal Creek Blvd.,
north of 29th Street. The City’s parks department
has indicated that the cliff is a critical environmental
feature and is considering routing around that area,
or potentially installing a cantilevered bridge.

• zTrip - an app-based connection
to taxis and car services

• Wingz - airport rides
Coming soon offerings:

• Insta Ryde
• Scoop Me
• Tride

The Board also discussed prioritizing improvements
to the Johnson Creek Trail, including ways to
provide additional access to the Trail across or
under Atlanta Street for residents of the Deep Eddy
neighborhood. Additionally, the Board discussed
a reiteration of the importance of the role of Lions
Municipal Golf Course as green parkland in West

For a detailed description of the various options as
well as a comparison chart visit:
https://www.thezebra.com/insurance-news/3052/
uber-lyft-alternatives/
West Austin Neighborhood Group
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homeowner informed the Board that he had
substantial neighbor support and no neighbor
had voiced opposition to his request. The
Board voted not to oppose the variance
request on the condition that the carport
remain open—i.e., was not enclosed—and
that adequate guttering was installed to avoid
increased runoff on his neighbor’s property.
The motion was made by Board Member
Tollett, seconded by Bennett, and carried
unanimously.
B. SPC-2015-0555A; 3706 Bonnie Rd.: Board
Member Tollett updated the Board on the
Acton school operating on Bonnie Rd.
Tollett was informed that the owners of the
school had obtained a 2 acre lot in Westlake
and planned on moving the school to that
location. In the interim, however, the school
was still operating without a permit on Bonnie
Rd. The school had six months to complete
the site plan process. That period expires on
or about June 17, 2016, and Acton has not
submitted a conforming site development
plan.

Austin. Board Member Basciano made a motion
that the Board support the Shoal Creek Cliff,
Johnson Trail, and Lions Municipal Golf Course
as items on the District 10 Parks Wish List. The
motion was seconded by Board Member Cannatti,
and carried unanimously.
IV.

Neighbor Communications:
A. Winsted Lane Traffic Control: Neighbor
Craig Lill updated the Board on the lack
of progress in implementing traffic control
measures on Winsted Ln., between Windsor
and Enfield. Mr. Lill and other neighbors
on Winsted have been seeking traffic control
measures along that corridor for more than
fifteen months. Since that time, Mr. Lill
told the Board, a traffic survey has been
completed, but no other action has been taken
by the City. Board Member Harris stated
his understanding that the City was waiting
for Winsted to be repaved before installing
bike lanes or other traffic control features.
Board Member Harris believed the City
missed some initial criteria in calculating
the priority of the re-paving project, but has
since recalculated and increased the priority
of repaving Winsted.
IV
Land Matters:
A. 902 Wayside: The homeowner sought the
Board’s support for a variance from the LDC
to decrease the side setback from 5 feet to
.8 feet to allow for the modification of his
carport. According to the homeowner, as
currently constructed, the alignment is such
that he has to make a sharp turn to avoid
hitting the house, when backing in our out
of the carport. The homeowner believes
this situation creates an unnecessary risk
of damage to his home and says there is
evidence that the house has been hit before
by cars pulling in and out of the carport. The
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VI.

Membership:
Membership continues to increase. The Board
unanimously approved the purchase of a new
banner using a high-resolution image of the
WANG logo.

VII.

Newsletter:

Content will be due ten days from the Board
meeting.
VIII.
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Treasurer’s Report: The balance in the checking
account is $11,924.51 and the balance in the
Oak Wilt account is $1,206.31, for a total of
$13,130.82. The checking account balance
includes $1,700.00 in contributions held for
the Tarrytown July 4th Parade. The Board has
July, 2016
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IX.

X.

allow an opportunity for citizen participation
and input. The City is being tight-lipped on
plans for renovations to the Red Bud Bridge,
in particular whether there are any plans to
straighten the S-curve or increase capacity on
the bridge.
B. Brackenridge Development: Board member
Arnold informed the Board that there was
announcement in the Federal Register that the
Lions Municipal Golf Course application for
listing as nationally significant on the National
Register of Historic Places had been received,
and that comments should be sent by June 9.

used $416.00 of these funds to pay Maudies for
catering for the parade.
ANC Liason Report: Board Member Basciano
updated the Board on the “Austin Fair Housing
Initiative” that was put forward at the May 24,
2016 Planning and Neighborhoods Council
Committee. Basciano expressed concern that
this initiative appears aimed at circumventing
not only the CodeNEXT but also the Imagine
Austin Comprehensive Plan update process, as
well as overriding established deed restrictions.
Councilmember Casar and Planning and Zoning
staff are advocating that Accessory Dwelling
Units be allowed all over the City.
Old Business:
A. Movies in the Park: Rescheduled to July 15.

C. July meeting: The next Board meeting will be
held on July 5, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. at the Howson
Public Library.
Adjourn

B. Code NEXT – Request Draft: The City has,
to date, refused to provide a copy of the draft
provisions of Code NEXT in response to
informal requests. It may be necessary to
submit a request for the draft pursuant to the
Texas Public Information Act.

XI.

C. RPP Deep Eddy Heights: A few neighbors
in the Deep Eddy Heights neighborhood are
continuing to press for the implementation of
Residential Parking Permits, however, there
does not appear to be broad support for the
RPP program.
New Business:
A. Redbud Trail Bridge Project: The City held
an Open House about the proposed new bridge
design, to replace the existing Emmett Shelton
(low-water) bridge on June 7 at Lions Municipal
Golf Course. The existing bridge provides
access to Red Bud Isle, as well as access to
West Lake Hills and Ullrich Water Treatment
Plant. The City presented design concepts
and showed pictures of the area but did not
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Board Member Harris adjourned the meeting.

78703 Real Estate Update
Statistics submitted by
Elizabeth Adams
REALTOR®, GRI, CNE, GREEN, CLHMS
Urbanspace
Exclusive Brokerage for
The Seaholm Residences
& The Independent

Homes feeding to Casis Elementary.
84 actives
5.3 months of inventory
Median numbers for the last 90 days
# sold: 50
Price per sf: $400
Sales Price: $904,000
Days on market: 18
Source: Abor MLS 6/22/2016
July, 2016

Emerald Ash Borer Found in Texas
by Wizzie Brown

Emerald ash borer, often referred to as EAB, is an
exotic pest from Asia. This beetle is a serious threat to
ash trees. Emerald ash borer was accidentally introduced
into the United States and was found in Michigan in
2002.
Four beetles were found in a trap located in NE
Texas (Harrison County) in late April 2016. There are
currently no confirmed cases of ash trees that are infested.
The beetles will continue to be monitored throughout the
state.
Larvae bore into trees under the bark and cut off
the water and nutrient conducting vessels. Larvae are
creamy white, legless with a flattened body. Larvae are
1- 1 ½ inches in length when fully developed.
As an adult, the beetle is elongated and cylindrical with
the pronotum (a part of the thorax) extended back as a
lobe towards the abdomen. Most notably, these beetles
are bright, metallic green with reddish hues. Adults
are about 1/2 inch in size. If the wings are removed or
lifted, the upper side of the abdomen is bright copperyred which can help differentiate this beetle from closely
related species in Texas.
In infested trees, canopy die back is often seen in
the top one third of the canopy and then moves down until
the tree is bare. Epicormic shoots (leafy shoots coming
off the trunk of the tree) may also be seen. Vertical
fissures may appear on the bark and galleries may be
able to be seen through openings. If bark is peeled off,
serpentine galleries packed with frass (excrement) may
be seen. Adult beetles produce a d-shaped exit hole (1/8
inch diameter). Woodpeckers may cause damage to tees
infested with EAB. Look for flaking bark and uneven
holes caused by the woodpeckers feeding on larvae and
pupae.
If EAB activity is confirmed for ash trees within
an area, it is recommended that a systemic insecticide
treatment is given to ash trees of high value. If more
than 50% of an infested ash tree crown remains, then
treatment with a systemic insecticide may slow the
attack. If less than 50% of an infested ash tree crown
remains, the tree should be removed.
West Austin Neighborhood Group

For great information on emerald ash borer within
Texas see the following site: https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/
eab/
This information is to have you watch for this beetle on
ash trees in your area. Only 4 beetles have been found
currently and only in NE Texas. No trees have yet been
confirmed to be infested.
For more information or help with identification, contact
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog
at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or
the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in its programs,
activities, education and employment, without regard to race, color, sex, religion,
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national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual
orientation or gender identity.
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Annual Membership Levels:
Annual Membership Levels:

MEMBERSHIP!
OUR MEMBERSHIP!

HELP US INCREASE OUR
HELP US INCREASE

ASK YOUR NEIGHBORS TO JOIN !
ASK YOUR NEIGHBORS TO JOIN !
The West Austin Neighborhood Group

The West Austin Neighborhood Group

STAYSTAY
INFORMED
ON LOCAL
INFORMED
ON LOCAL
TOPICS
THAT
EFFECT
YOU!
TOPICS THAT EFFECT YOU!

Memberships run from November 1st to October
31st
Memberships run from November 1st to October 31st
Benefactor:
$ 250
Benefactor:
$ 250
Patron:
$ 100
Patron:
$ 100
Friend:
$ 50
Friend:
$ 50
Family:
$ 30
Family:
$ 30
Senior:
$ 15
Senior:
$ 15
Student:
$ 15
Student:
$ 15
Business Friend:
$ 500
Business Friend:
$ 500
Business Sustaining:
$ 1,000
Business Sustaining:
$ 1,000

THANK YOU! to our Membership:
THANK YOU! to our Membership:

Business Friend: Hill Country Pools, Inc
Business Friend: Hill Country Pools, Inc
Benefactor Level: Sara Jamison & David Phillips
Benefactor Level: Sara Jamison & David Phillips
COME JOIN US AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS.
COME JOIN US AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS.
Patron Level: Jenna McEachern, Michael Green, Connie &
Patron Level: Jenna McEachern, Michael Green, Connie &
William Heyer, Roger & Dagmar Louis, Steve Potter, Joe &
PROVIDE YOUR INPUT ON
William Heyer, Roger & Dagmar Louis, Steve Potter, Joe &
PROVIDE
YOUR
INPUT
ON
Amber Bennett, Marcia & George Edwards, John Terwilliger,
IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD TOPICS.
Amber Bennett, Marcia & George Edwards, John Terwilliger,
IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD TOPICS.
Blake Magee, Randeen Torvik Ragan, Carter Shanklin
Blake Magee, Randeen Torvik Ragan, Carter Shanklin
Where:
Howson Branch Public Library
Where:
Howson Branch Public Library
Friend Level: Bradley & Jessica Dierks, Amy & Robert
Friend Level: Bradley & Jessica Dierks, Amy & Robert
Ehrlich, Phillip & Lucille Weber, Susan & Richard Weber,
When:
FIRST MONDAY of each Month
Ehrlich, Phillip & Lucille Weber, Susan & Richard Weber,
Darlene & Robert Cross, Holly Reed, Patrick Combs, Geoffry &
When:
FIRST MONDAY of each Month
Darlene & Robert Cross, Holly Reed, Patrick Combs, Geoffry &
Helen Gilbert, Marianne Baker & David Bolduc, Michael
Helen Gilbert, Marianne Baker & David Bolduc, Michael
6:30 PM
Time:
Cannatti
& Ann Phipps, Edna Whitworth, Mary & William
6:30 PM
Time:
Cannatti & Ann Phipps, Edna Whitworth, Mary & William
Arnold, Catherine Kyle & Mark Nixon, Lynn & Andy Neillie,
Arnold, Catherine Kyle & Mark Nixon, Lynn & Andy Neillie,
Join on-line at WWW.WestAustinNG.com
Kay Brumley
Join on-line at WWW.WestAustinNG.comLisa Tsai,Lisa
Tsai, Kay Brumley

