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Our next meeting will be Monday January 5th, 2015, 7:00PM,
Location Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….
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ride-sharing actions by helping participants identify
route information, pick-up and drop-off locations and
time preferences, and also by offering an emergency
ride home provision. Carpooling is nothing new,
of course, but apps such as Carma and iCarpool
demonstrate how modern technology can offer new
solutions to a not-so-new problem.

roads. But for a variety of reasons — many of
them positive in their own right — that legacy is
now threatened, largely because of growth. And
more growth is on the way. The state demographer
projects the state’s population to be 28.9 million in
2020, up from 25.2 million in 2010. By 2030, Texas
will add four million more. All those new people
will need places to live, so the state demographer’s
projections certainly foretell a robust real estate
environment.

Texans can also look to other states for best practices
that have potential here. One example is telework,
which refers to arrangements that allow employees
to work from home or other locations on a regular
basis. State employees participating in the Telework
Arizona program avoided about 5.2 million miles of
vehicle travel and 180,000 hours of commute time
in one year alone. In Georgia, if state employees
participate in the Work Away program at least once
a week, they can eliminate 416,000 trips and 5.4
million miles of vehicle travel annually. In addition
to their trip-reduction benefit, programs like these
offer a win-win by boosting morale for employees
who appreciate flexibility, and by giving employers a
significant recruiting and retention strategy to attract
and keep top talent.

But those Texans will also need streets and highways
to the recreation and leisure activities that largely
define their quality of life. And with travel demand
outstripping roadway supply at a steadily growing
pace, future prosperity and quality of life both grow
more uncertain.
What is certain is that there is no single solution to
this problem. Carpooling and telework are choices
that only some may find to be practical. Not all
commuters have access to public transit. New
construction will help, but it would be impossible
to simply build our way out of congestion. The right
approach will involve a mix of all the available
tools, along with getting the most efficient possible
use from the available transportation system. That
all-of-the-above approach offers the best hope of
bringing our transportation supply-and demand
equation into better balance.

To be successful, strategies like these call for the
involvement of business as well as government.
Since the early 20th century, Texans have relied on
the public sector to meet their transportation needs.
State and local agencies assumed the exclusive role
of building, maintaining and operating our highway
system. That model was sufficient for its time. But
the challenges are different today, so the approach
to those challenges must also be different. For travel
demand management to be an effective and successful
strategy, its purpose and approach must be embraced
by both the public and private sectors.

Gooding (g-goodin@tamu.edu) is a senior research
engineer at the Texas A&M Transportation Institute
and the director of TTI’s Transportation Policy
Research Center.

Apart from all these potential solutions, is “doing
nothing” an option? Certainly it is, but like all the other
available options, it involves a predictable cost. Doing
nothing means Texans will spend more time stuck in
traffic. They will spend more money on wasted fuel
and will spend more on just about everything that’s
delivered by trucks. Texans will also face the prospect
of slower emergency response times. Doing nothing
is an option, but it’s not a cost-free option.
For decades, Texans have enjoyed a legacy of quality
West Austin Neighborhood Group
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that Heritage Trees should be protected
under the large tree ordinance, but that
there was inadequate enforcement. In
addition, there is nothing to prevent
a surveyor or another arborist from
declaring the trees as being smaller than
they actually are, or from calling the tree
dead. The Board was generally in support
of drafting a letter in favor of requiring
a Heritage Tree inspection prior to the
issuance of a demolition permit.

West Austin Neighborhood Group

MINUTES DECEMBER 1, 2014 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETING
These are the minutes of the meeting of
the West Austin Neighborhood Group Board of
Directors (the “Board”) held Monday, December 1,
2014 at the The Clay Pit.1

C. District 10 Coalition: Board Member
Kyle informed the Board that she had
been contacted by a representative of the
neighborhood association in Northwest
Hills, who inquired about the Board’s
interest in forming a coalition of the
various neighborhoods in District 10. The
coalition, if formed, would join together
to advocate on issues that were common
across the District. The Board agreed
that such a coalition could make sense and
Board Member Kyle would gather more
information about the practical details of
the proposed coalition for discussion at a
future meeting.

I.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to
order by Board President Cathy Kyle with the
following Board Members in attendance: George
Edward, Mary Arnold, Gunnar Seaquist, Joyce
Basciano, Blake Tollett, Mike Cannatti, Haidar
Khazen, and Elizabeth Adams. Board Members
August Harris and Joe Bennett were not present.
II.
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from
the October 6, 2014 meeting were unanimously
approved with minor revisions to the reflected
attendees.			
III.

Neighborhood Communications:
A. Austin Pets Alive Code Compliance:
The Board discussed the concerns of
some of West Austin Neighborhood
Group neighbors that the Austin
Pets Alive facility at the Corner of
Windsor Rd. and Exposition Blvd. is
not operating in compliance with city
code for a pet services business. The
board understands that the neighbors
are currently communicating with staff
regarding their concerns. The Board
discussed its intention to forego any
action on this matter at this time to allow
the city to evaluate and address the
issue. However, the Board will re-visit
the matter in the event the neighbors are
unable to obtain a satisfactory response
from city staff.

1

IV.

A. Walsh Boat Landing –1904 Scenic: The
variance request relating to the dock
at 1904 Scenic was delayed. Board
Member Tollett also informed the
Board that neighbors and commercial
operators were meeting separately with
the Parks department (PARD) to discuss
the impact of commercial operations
on Walsh Landing and the surrounding
neighborhoods. Neighbors are concerned
because commercial operators continue
to dump trash at Walsh, block the ramps,
and do not provide adequate parking
for their patrons. Tollett stated that the
neighbor meeting was well-attended and
that he will continue to provide updates
to the Board as to the outcomes of the
meetings with PARD.

B. Heritage Tree Inspection for Demolition
Applicants:
Board Member Kyle
expressed a concern that Heritage trees
were not adequately protected under the
current demolition permitting process
and questioned whether the Board should
push for the inclusion of a Heritage Tree
inspection in the demolition permitting
process. Board Member Basciano stated

B. Good Shepherd Permit Extension: The
Board discussed Good Shepherd’s request
for a permit extension for the ongoing
construction on the church property. The
Board agreed that it would be helpful
to have a representative of the church
provide an update on the progress of
the project. The Board will attempt to
arrange for a representative to speak on
this topic at an upcoming meeting.

Due to the unavailability of space at the Howson
Library, the meeting was held in an open room in the Clay Pit
restaurant.
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C. Submissions for the Newsletter are due
by December 11, 2014.

C. Laguna Gloria Sound Permit Renewal:
Board member Tollett informed the Board
that Laguna Gloria was planning on
renewing its sound permit under the
same guidelines that were in place
for 2014. Tollett observed that, to his
knowledge, there had been no significant
neighbor complaints regarding noise
levels or disturbances associated with
functions at Laguna Gloria. Rather, it
was his impression that Laguna Gloria
has been conscientious in moderating
noise output and has generally been a
good neighbor. The Board agreed that
it was satisfied with the sound control
commitments made by Laguna Gloria
and would support the permit renewal.

VIII. ANC Liason Report: Zucker Systems, a
management and planning consulting firm is
scheduled to release its analysis of the City of Austin’s
Planning and Development Review Department
December 17, 2014. CodeNEXT: on December 4th
, City Council 		
approved “Approach
2 Plus”, a major cleaning of the existing Land
Development Code with the addition of Form
Based Code in certain areas of Austin (Approach
2), “plus”
additional conditions offered by the
Land Development Code Advisory Group and the
Council Members. Planning Department staff and
the consultant, Opticos, had
recommended
Approach 2. A reminder: ANC membership
renewals are due this time of
year.
IX.
Treasurer’s Report: Board Member George
Edwards briefed the Board on the current
balances in the Board’s checking and oak wilt
accounts.

V.
Transportation:
The West Austin
Neighborhood Group-WANG and the Central
West Austin Neighborhood Plan Contact Team
CWANPCT are continuing to approach the city
about installing a sidewalk on the west side of
Exposition from 10th Street running
north to
Enfield Rd. Another idea that has been discussed
is the installation of an on- demand
crossing
signal to allow O’Henry students to safely cross
Exposition Blvd.
VI.

X.

A.

Pressler Street Extension: There
continues to be neighborhood
concerned regarding the impact that
the planned Pressler Street Extension
will have on traffic surrounding
Austin High School. The Board will
continue to monitor the situation.

B.

Bull Creek/45th Street Sale: Board
Member Harris informed the Board
that bids on the Bull Creek tract
would be opened on December 3,
2014.

Membership:

The West Austin Neighborhood Group
currently has 243 members.

VII.

Old Business:

Newsletter:
A. Policy for including notices for
neighborhood events:
The Board
discussed that it generally supports
inclusion of neighborhood events and
public advisories in its newsletter, but
will consider such announcements on a
case by case basis.

XI.

A.

B. Board Member Khazen asked whether
the Board should consider a limited
marketing campaign to raise awareness
of the Board and increase membership.
Board Member Adams suggested
that the Board collaborate with the
Tarrytown East Nextdoor listserv in
order to distribute the e-newsletter to a
wider audience.
West Austin Neighborhood Group

New Business:

XII.

New Meeting Time: The Board will
move its meeting time from 7 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. Board member Basciano will make
meeting arrangements with Howson
library for the coming year.

Adjourn:

Board President Kyle adjourned the meeting
at 8:55 p.m.

Page 4

January, 2015

Tips for managing silverfish:
• Remove old books, papers
& magazines
• Store items in sealed,
plastic bags or plastic
containers with tight-fitting
lids
• Clean closets on a regular
basis- vacuum/ sweep
floors and wipe down any
shelves
• Reduce humidity with
fans, air conditioning or
dehumidifiers
• Repair any water leaks
• Inspect all items before
bringing them into the
house
• Target treatments to where
silverfish live- wall voids,
closets, attics, behind
baseboards, etc.

Silverfish
I recently noticed silverfish lurking in my house
while handling holiday decorations, so I’m sure
others may have the same problem. Silverfish
can eat and stain books, fabrics, food and
wallpaper, but are often considered being more
of a nuisance than a pest. These insects have
flattened carrot-shaped bodies with three long
“tails” that come off the tip of the abdomen. The
body is covered with fine scales that give them a
silver sheen. Immatures look just like the adults,
but are smaller in size.
Usually silverfish are not seen by homeowners
because they are most active at night. They can
commonly be found in attics, closets or near
bookcases. They may also be found behind
baseboards or around door and window casings.
Silverfish feed on starchy foods like paper, flour,
oats or glue.

For more information or help with identification,
contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension
Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.
Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
The information given herein is for educational purposes
only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is
made with the understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by
Texas AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas AgriLife
Research is implied.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of
socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or
national origin.
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