
President’s Message
By Cathy Kyle

Our next meeting will be Monday March 4th, 2013, 7:00PM at the Howson Library.
We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….
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Reed Park Revisited
 This is the perfect time of 
year to get outside, and there are 
plenty of places in town to soak up 
some sun (never mind that sum-
mer’s coming).  The bright red flow-
ers of japonica are in bloom and the 
mountain laurel’s brief purple flow-
ers are coming out.  You won’t have 
to go far – Reed Park is just around 
the corner.

 The park itself is six acres 
with a playscape, swings, a kid-
friendly pool in the summer, and a 
natural preserve.  It is a great gath-
ering place.  Over the years, I’ve 
attended (and hosted) birthday par-
ties, neighborhood picnics, the in-
comparable Tarry town July 4th Pa-
rade, baseball and softball practices, 
Easter egg hunts, and end-of the 
school year celebrations.  The park 
is not only for parties, though.  We 
walk to the park almost weekly with 
our dogs, and more often than not, I 
run into someone I know from the 

neighborhood.

 Much of the park’s suc-
cess is attributable to the Friends 
of Reed Park, a loose-knit group of 
neighbors who contribute time and 
money to sustain the park’s attrac-
tions.  “Reed Park is a great exam-
ple of Austin’s successful efforts to 
protect natural space and beauty in 
coveted residential and commercial 
areas,” neighborhood resident Scott 
K. tells us. “For me personally, my 
dogs consider Reed Park a little bit 
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of heaven on earth; a place where they can stretch their 
legs and explore the many sights and smells. Reed Park 
is a wonderful escape and has been the backdrop of 
many of my fondest memories since moving back to 
Austin.”

 These are worrisome times for the park, howev-
er.  Measurements of pollution in Taylor Slough South, 
which runs through Reed Park, revealed that contami-
nant levels are high.  The Texas Commission on En-
vironmental Quality is working with stakeholders to 
develop a citizen-based plan to reduce bacteria levels 
in Taylor Slough South along with three other Austin 
streams.  The goal of the project is to reduce bacte-
ria levels to protect people who swim or wade in the 
creeks.  For more information on the pollution levels 
at Taylor Slough South, go to austintexas.gov/sites/de-
fault/files/files/Watershed/eii/TaylorSloughS_EII_
ph2_2010.pdf.  

 Another aspect of caring for Reed Park falls within 
the purview of Watershed Protection programs operated 
by the City’s Parks and Recreation Department.  With 
oversight by Mateo Scoggins, trees have been planted 
along Taylor Slough to improve the streambanks and 
reduce erosion.
 Aside from its natural beauty, an interesting feature 
of the park is a large brick structure which long predates 
the park.  The kiln, built in 1871 was used to melt limestone 
into lime, which was then mixed with other ingredients to 
make mortar.  The stone was quarried in Taylor Slough.  
At its peak production, the kiln produced 50,000 barrels 
of lime each year.  The kiln ceased operations about 1895, 
soon after the owner’s death.  In 1983, the Texas Histori-
cal Commission installed a historical marker commemo-
rating the Reed Park Lime Kiln’s history.  WANG member 
Howard Ferguson did much of the original research of the 
history of lime kiln in support of the application for the 
historical marker.  WANG also  helped to sponsor a spe-
cial ceremony for the installation of the marker.   

 The land on which the park sits was donated to 
the City in 1954 by Mrs. Fagan Dickson (later Roberta 
Crenshaw).  She put no conditions on the gift, but told 
the Austin Statesman: “If the council sees fit, we’d like 
the park named for our little girls.”  Reed Park honors her 
daughters, Roberta and Lucy Reed, who were both teen-
agers at the time.

West Austin neighborhood group 
MINUTES FOR DECEMBER 3, 2012 BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS MEETING
By Michael Cannatti, Secretary

These are the minutes of the West Austin 
Neighborhood Group Board of Directors Meeting 
on Monday, February 4, 2013 at the Howson Branch 
Library.  

I. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:06 pm with the following Board members in 
attendance:  Mary Arnold, Joyce Basciano, Cathy Kyle, 
Blake Tollett, Haidar Khazen, George Edwards, Gwen 
Jewiss, and Michael Cannatti, later joined by Joseph 
Bennett.  

II. Approval of Minutes:  After a short delay in 
the meeting to await formation of a quorum, the January 
minutes were approved 7-0-2 on a motion by Joseph 
Bennett seconded by Mary Arnold, with two members 
abstaining.

III. Neighbor Communications:

1. State Assisted Living Center:  Charles Bratcher, 
Director of the Austin State Supported Living Center 
(ASSLC), presented a fact sheet with information about 
the ASSLC, including a brief history of the facility, a 
review of the shrinking number of residents (down to 
311 clients currently), a description of the infrastructure 
problems (e.g., gas and water line leaks) at the facility 
and associated repair costs (approx. $3.5M).  Mr. 
Bratcher also described the services provided by the 
ASSLC, including not only patient care, but also 
vocational workshops and food service facilities for 
the Austin State Hospital.  Reporting that “we don’t 
anticipate being closed,” Mr. Bratcher acknowledged 
that the ASSLC sits on some of the most valuable real 
estate in the state’s state hospital system.  Mr. Bratcher 
emphasized that the ASSLC is open to visitors and other 
program uses, such as the soccer field, art gallery, car 
wash, kiln, etc.  In response to a question by Arnold 
for an explanation of why the number of residents 
had decreased over the years, Mr. Bratcher explained 
that residents are increasingly placed in group home 
placements instead of state institutions.  Cannatti noted 
that the Rider 55 Study identified a number of reasons 
not to close the ASSLC, including the outstanding 
bonded debt obligations and asbestos remediation costs.  
Kyle noted that the ASSLC has been a valued and 
important part of our community, as acknowledged in 
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our recently completed neighborhood plan.  Cannatti 
also suggested that the ASSLC work with local media 
to get positive stories about the school to balance recent 
negative coverage.

2. Red Bud Isle Update:  Phil Burns reported 
his concerns about projects proceeding at Red Bud 
Isle aimed at implementing park improvements.  
Basciano suggested that Mr. Burns contact the city’s 
environmental protection department.  Gwen Jewiss 
and Joyce Basciano agreed to follow-up with the city 
officials regarding Mr. Burn’s concerns.

3. TxDOT Development Update:  Kyle reported 
that the development proposals concerning the state-
owned property at Bull Creek and 45th Street under the 
Proposed Interlocal Agreement with Texas Facilities 
Commission has apparently been suspended at the state 
legislature for the time being.

IV. Committee Reports:

A. Zoning 

1. 1312 Meriden Lane:  Residential 
Design & Compatibility Commission 
(RDCC) Modification Request, Case 
Number: 2012-08661RA (Applicant: 
Kari Blachly 512-289-0010, Owner: 
Jeff & Lisa Layne) -- Applicant has 
requested a modification to allow an 
sidewall articulation increase from the 
maximum development permitted in 
the Land Development Code (LDC) 
from the allowable sidewall articulation 
requirement not to extend in an 
unbroken plane for more than 36 feet 
along a side lot line less than 9 feet 
from an interior lot line and more than 
15 feet high for an existing expired 
new two story single family residence.  
Applicant explained that they had 
received approval from a city reviewer 
to expand the existing two-story 
structure to cover part of the first floor, 
but a different reviewer subsequently 
determined that sidewall articulation 
requirement was not met.  According 
to Applicant, the adjacent neighbor 

supports the modification request, and other 
neighbors have been notified.  There are no 
oppositions on file to date.  Tollett asked 
if a separate modification or variance was 
going to be pursued for a garage structure, 
and Applicant demurred, saying that the 
garage effort had been dropped when the 
sidewall articulation problem arose.  Tollett 
commented that the WANG board generally 
views requests of different variance requests 
over time for a single project with disfavor.

•	 Action:  No action taken pending additional 
information from Applicant or the file.

2. 2205 Forest Trail:  Variance Request No. 
C15-2013-0008 (Applicant/Owner: James 
Remore 512-658-0811, Owner: James Scott 
512-472-4495) – Applicant has requested a 
variance to decrease the minimum side yard 
setback requirement from 5 feet to 4 feet in 
order to complete a second story addition to 
a single-family residence.  At the meeting, 
Mr. Scott explained that the 1 foot variance 
request had been withdrawn and that only 
a 3-4 inch variance was now requested.  
The new variance was required because of 
survey inaccuracies created in at least one 
survey by the removal of the survey pins 
from the adjacent property by an earlier 
developer.  Mr. Scott explained further that 
the incursion on the north side yard is with 
respect to the second floor which is being 
built on the existing footprint and first floor 
structure of the original home, so there has 
been no lateral expansion by the house. 

•	 Action:  The Board voted 9-0 to not oppose 
the variance request. 

B.  Membership:  Bennett reported that a membership 
update would be circulated by email.

C.  Newsletter:  Haidar explained that the difficulties 
with finalizing the latest newsletter were due to some 
software and personnel, and that the problems have been 
fixed.  The deadline for receiving content for the next 
newsletter is 10 days from the board meeting.   

D.  ANC Liaison Report:  Basciano provided an update 
on various matters under consideration at ANC and the 
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TROWEL & ERROR 2013!

 On April 6, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Mayfield 
Park will once again host Trowel & Error, the Spring 
event that annually attracts gardeners from all over Central 
Texas to hear experts give time-tested tips for beautiful 
gardens. Although lectures begin at 10:00, the event 
“opens” at 9:30 for those early birds who want to purchase 
Mayfield’s hard-to-find heirloom bulbs and perennials for 
their April gardens and to stroll the garden paths in early 
morning peacefulness.

 Sponsored by Friends of the Parks of Austin, Trowel 
& Error will feature Jay White, showing us how to Weed 
Free Organically and Vicki Blachman, discussing Herbal 
Infusion: Capturing the Essence of Culinary Herbs.   

      Rounding out the symposium will be Robin 
Howard Moore, suggesting Striking Color Combinations 
with Shade-taking Perennials. 

 Not to be missed will be the legendary raffle of 
“garden goodies”. Everyone goes home a winner! It’s a 
wonderful way, rain or shine, to spend a morning learning 
how to add color into your landscape while relaxing among 
gregarious peafowl, towering palms, flowering trees, and 
ponds filled with lilies…. and for only a $5.00 donation!! 

For more information contact neenok@aol.com  (512) 453-
7074 or mayfieldpark.org. 

Pharaoh Ants
 Pharaoh ants, also known as sugar ants or piss 
ants, are tiny (~1/16 inch), orangish-colored ants that 
may become a nuisance in homes. In Central Texas, 
these ants are only found indoors because it is too 
cold for them outside.  Colonies like to be located in 
warm areas near food and water, so are usually found 
in kitchen or bathroom areas and may be found in wall 
voids.  Workers may travel along pipes or wires within 
wall voids to travel through the home looking for a 
wide variety of foods.

 Pharaoh ants do not have mating swarms like 
many other ants.  Mating takes place within the colony 
and the colony spreads by “budding”.  “Budding” is 
when a queen and many worker ants leave the parent 
colony to create a new colony.  The ants can also 
“bud” and create a new queen from brood (eggs, 
larvae, pupae) if they are separated from the parent 
colony.

upcoming Central Sector Meeting.  Topics of interest 
include subdivisions rules, water quality rules, land 
development code re-write, affordable housing on 
city-owned lands, the proposal to allow commercial 
parking on city parks, the proposal to allow amphitheater 
conditional uses in all zoning districts, the updated short 
term rental website showing which units have been 
registered as short term rentals, the proposal to allow 
temporary outdoor public assembly being considered 
by the Codes and Ordinances Subcommittee with only 
administrative approval requirements, and the proposal 
to light bike trails for night riding..  

V. Treasurer’s Report – The Checking Account 
Balance is $8,240.24, and the Oak Wilt Account Balance 
of $1205.92.  

VI. Old Business – Arnold announced that the tree 
plan for Reed Park had been completed.

VII. New Business – Arnold expressed concern that 
the proposal to light the Johnson Creek Trail to allow for 
night time riding would detract from the natural feel of the 
park area by creating a “built” environment with lights.  
Kyle expressed skepticism that the bike trail light proposal 
would get off the ground due to funding limitations.  
Cannatti received authorization to explore getting City 
Manager approval to make the parking lot under MoPac 
by the foot bridge an approved parking area.

VIII. Adjournment -- The meeting was adjourned at 
8:45 pm.  The next board meeting will occur on Monday, 
March 4, 2013 (7 pm) at Howson Branch Library. 



 Those of us on the West Austin Neighborhood 
Group (WANG) board are always trying to improve our 
communications with the neighborhood membership.  
We welcome your thoughts and ideas to help us achieve 
a better neighborhood for all of us.  
 You can email questions and comments to the 
entire board all at once or to the individuals in the various 
board positions.  We have recently added individual email 
addresses for each board member using their first names 
followed by @WestAustinNG.com.   The following is 
a list of the various email addresses that you can use 
to contact members of the West Austin Neighborhood 
Group Board.
  
Wang-Board@westaustinng.com
group email to all active Board Members
President@westaustinng.com 
email to current President 
President-elect@westaustinng.com
email to President Elect
Secretary@westaustinng.com 
email to current Secretary
Treasurer@westaustinng.com 
email to current Treasurer
Webmaster@westaustinng.com 
email to Web Master
Memebership@westaustinng.com
email to Membership Chair

 Due to budding, it is best to use ant baits to 
manage pharaoh ants.  If pesticide sprays are used, 
it stimulates budding of the colony and creates more 
colonies than were originally being managed.  Baits 
should be placed where ants are trailing to food and 
water sources.  It is best to reduce other available food 
so that the ants will more readily take the bait product. 
If ants are trailing, do not wipe away the trail.  Instead, 
place bait on the trail for the ants to find quickly. 

Pharaoh Ants , continued from page 4

For more information or help with identification,
contact Wizzie Brown,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist
at 512.854.9600. 

Also check out www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

 The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement 
by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research is implied.

 Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of 
socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national 
origin.

 You can also send comments and concerns about 
various neighborhood issues to the chairs of each
Sub-committee using the following email addresses. 

Muni@westaustinng.com  
questions & concerns about Lions Municipal Golf 
Course

Crime@westaustinng.com  
questions & concerns about Crime in the neighborhood

Zoning@westaustinng.com  
questions & concerns about Zoning issues in the 
neighborhood

ACL@westaustinng.com  
questions & concerns about Austin City Limits Festival

Brack-Track@westaustinng.com  
questions & concerns about the Brackenridge Track

LHD@westaustinng.com 
questions & concerns about the Local Historic District

Individual Board Members:

First-Name@WestAustinNG.com

Cathy@   
Happy@
Blake@
Gwen@
George@
Mary@
Mike@
Erik@
Joyce@
Joe@
Haidar@

Thank you!  for your  Membership with the
West Austin Neighborhood Group!

Your Input and continued Support in Preserving the 
Character of West Austin is greatly appreciated !! 
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