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The next WANG Board meeting will occur on
June 4, 2012, 7:00 Howson Library

May President’s Message
By August W. “Happy” Harris III

Happy May Neighbors! What a great spring it
has been. We have gotten ample rainfall and
everything is lush and green. Our creeks our
flowing and everything seems filled with life. I
took the snapshot below a couple of years ago
at this time of year and thought I would share it
with you.

George Edwards
Treasurer

Pools
The good news is that Reed Pool is NOT on the
pool closure list. In fact, there wasn’t one this
year so we have made an impact. There are
no programming cutbacks either. However,
long term sustainability for pool operations is
still a major hurdle. Most of our neighborhood
pools operate free of charge while district and
metropolitan pools like Deep Eddy and Barton
Springs charge a very nominal fee. With the
strains on City coffers, we face some real
challenges in the years ahead to make sure that
all of our Austin neighbors have convenient
access to public pools.
There are improvements ahead for Reed Pool.
In 2005, Austin Water Utility (AWU) installed
a new sewer line through Reed Park. In order
to provide mitigation, AWU agreed to provide
mitigation funding to help renovate Reed pool.
However, the funding was never transferred to
PARD. PARD and AWU eventually agreed that
AWU would provide $87,746 in mitigation
funding to help perform work at Reed pool. The
funding was transferred in fiscal year 2012 but
will not be available to utilize until fiscal year
2013 according to City staff.

They added that PARD’s Aquatics Division has
scheduled renovations to begin in the spring of
2013 prior to opening the pool for its summer
season. The goal of the renovation project
at Reed pool is to tie in the gutter system to a
serge tank in order to create a closed circulation
system. Currently, the gutter system is plumed
to the creek and does not allow for a closed
system. The total cost of this project to date is
$175,000.00. The mitigation money from AWU
will be applied to this project along with 2006
bond fund to supplement the remaining amount.
The renovations of the pool systems should
lower the cost of its operation. As you know,
Westenfield Pool will be completely rebuilt after
this swimming season and a major overhaul of
Deep Eddy has been completed.
In other pool news, Reed and Westenfield Pools
will open on June 4th and close far too early
on August 17th. Splash pads opened May 19th
and will close on September 9th. For those
concerned, PARD will return the port-o-potty to
Reed Park shortly to meet the needs of our busy
park. Truly a highlight to end my discussion of
the pools…..
Neighborhood Crime
Crime, crime, crime. We seem to hear a lot
about that in the neighborhood. There is a
growing sense of frustration in the West Austin
community that the Austin Police Department is
nonresponsive to property thefts yet we still are
considered to be one of the safest cities in the
country. It is true that violent crimes are relatively
low. But property crimes are not considered
violent. And the number of property crimes are
staggering. Yet these property crimes violate
each of us either because we or a neighbor are
victims. I have been a victim 4 times in the last
decade and only once even received a follow-up
call from APD upon reporting the theft. Now of
course, I always dutifully report crimes because
I know we need statistics to justify any requests
that we might make. That said, statistics show
that APD has an incredibly low rate of solving
any of these property crimes.
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Bike/ped enhancements are certainly part of a multimodal transportation
are supplemented by officers from specialty units like burglary, auto theft, solution as is mass transit. It is required that funding be allocated for such
domestic violence and narcotics as needed. As burglary is a significant projects. To that end, we support a bike/ped shared use path in the MoPac
concern of West Austinites, note that APD’s Burglary Unit is comprised of corridor from Parmer to 2222 but not from 2222 south to the Johnson
a Sergeant, 8 Detectives, an Administrative Specialist and a Crime Analyst Creek trailhead at Enfield for a host of reasons, not the least of which is the
who is shared with the Auto Theft Unit.
narrow width of that part of the corridor coupled with all of the on and off
ramps. We also support east/west bike/ped enhancements at certain MoPac
You need only look at the numbers above to see how overwhelmed they crossings. I have been reminded that many bicycle advocates want to see
are. I suspect it is not necessarily that there is insufficient manpower but the MoPac Improvement Project completed with or without this shared use
perhaps it is more a function of how those resources are allocated or path the length of the corridor. Furthermore, I have been assured by folks
utilized. It also may be reflective of how our society has changed that we involved in the Project that their desire to have this continuous bike/ped
now have to cope with things like gangs, narcotics, career criminals etc. It route should not interfere with the project going forward.
is important to recognize before suggesting that we need an increase in the
size of the police force that APD eats up 96% of all ad valorem taxes paid I think of your friends and neighbors who have worked for years and years
and is getting more and more of our scarce tax dollars every year.
with several TxDOT régimes and through a few governmental cultural shifts
to fight for these protections for our neighborhoods. MoPac or Loop 1 for
Municipal Bond Developent
those who haven’t been around long enough to remember the blue livery
In June, the Austin City Council will receive the recommendations from the of Missouri Pacific trains running through the corridor has gone from a very
Bond Election Advisory Committee (BEAC) in advance of November’s bond pleasant drive to a parking lot in 20 years. When it opened, it carried 39,000
election. As I have mentioned before, the City can maintain the same tax cars a day. Now it carries 180,000 cars a day as Austin has continued to
rate relative to debt service by authorizing up to $400 million in bonds. As grow and as MoPac has been extended. Were it not for those who fought so
one neighbor astutely pointed out, if they issued fewer bonds, the tax rate hard and worked tirelessly for years on this issue, we might have a far less
could go down. Unfortunately all that does is bump even more problems desirable outcome. MoNAC’s objectives are within sight. Please join us in
down the road. On the other hand, wouldn’t it be nice if we could get supporting the Preferred Alternative for the MoPac Improvement Project.
everything that needed fixing repaired and improvements done now! Alas,
there is neither the capacity nor the will.
Next Meeting
Our next meeting is Monday, June 4 at 7:00PM at Howson Library. We look
In advance of the BEAC meetings, City staff went through the process of forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….
determining a capital needs assessment department by department for
projects that could be undertaken within 5 to 7 years. The Council issued Membership
a series of guiding principles to assist staff in their evaluation. Those fell WANG has committed to more than double its membership and we need
into broader categories including infrastructure, new initiatives, mobility, YOUR help. Please don’t forget to renew your membership and encourage
sustainability, cost effectiveness and balance. Under these constraints, your friends and neighbors to join! You may renew at www.WestAustinNG.
staff identified $1.493 billion in projects. They and BEAC continued and com. For your convenience, we have enabled recurring billing that will
continue to whittle the numbers down through a very painful process and automatically charge your credit card on an annual basis so that you don’t
have been instructed to get to $400 million.
have to worry about your membership status. If you do have questions
about your membership, please contact membership@westaustinng.com.
For the latest updates, go to www.austintexas.gov/department/bonddevelopment. You may send your support, concerns and comments to
CRIME REPORTING
bonddevelopment@austintexas.gov. We would certainly like to hear from
you as well.
Here’s how to send your anonymous

tip via text message.

MoPac Managed Lane Project & Mobility
As most of you know, I also currently serve as president of the MoPac
Neighborhood Associations Coalition (MoNAC), a federation of
neighborhoods adjacent to MoPac. The next critical hearing for the MoPac
Improvement Project was May 22 at O.Henry. This was for the benefit
of the Federal Highway Administration. MoNAC supports the Preferred
Alternative that is being recommended as it meets the goals and objectives
first established by MoNAC.

1. Text “APD” and your message
to 847411 (Tip411).
2. Austin PD may reply to your
messageasking for additional information.
3. Text “STOP” to end the dialogue.
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DPOTVNFST XJUI B USVF5FYBT DIPJDF GPS
UIFJS*OUFSOFU QIPOFBOEDBCMFTFSWJDFT
8F JOUSPEVDFE UIF DPODFQU PG NPOFZ
TBWJOH CVOEMFE TFSWJDFT CBDL XIFO DBCMF BOE UFMFQIPOF TFSWJDFT XFSF UIF
NPOPQPMZ PG POF PS UXP NBJO QSPWJEFST BOE QSJDFT XFSF TLZ IJHI (SBOEF
NBEFBMBOENBSLDPNNJUNFOUUP$FOUSBM5FYBOTCZEFTJHOJOHBOEJOWFTUJOHJO
POFPGUIFOBUJPOTNPTUBEWBODFEEFFQmCFSOFUXPSLTUPEFMJWFSTQFFEBOE
CBOEXJEUIUPZPVBOEZPVSGBNJMZPSCVTJOFTTUPNFFUZPVSHSPXJOHOFFET OPU
KVTUUPEBZ CVUXFMMJOUPUIFGVUVSF

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and
no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas AgriLife Research is implied.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog
at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
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Pesticides are not usually needed indoors to manage these occasional invaders. They soon die on their own from lack of moisture. The pests can be swept up using a broom and dustpan or a vacuum and disposed of. Outdoors, you may choose a pesticide to treat mulched areas or other areas that may be harboring large
populations. Look for products labeled for pillbugs, sowbugs or isopods.
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To manage infestations of these home invaders, rely on sanitation and exclusion techniques. Repair or replace door thresholds and seal expansion joints where
pillbugs may be entering the structure. Move any piles of debris away from the foundation of the home. If there are flowerbeds by the foundation, turn the mulch
to allow it dry out to make the area uninhabitable. Any leaky faucets or air conditioning units should be repaired to eliminate moisture buildup near the foundation.
They often invade crawl spaces and homes at ground level with common points of entry being door thresholds and expansion joints. When these pests are seen
indoors, there is usually a large population breeding on the outside of the home near the foundation. Since pillbugs require moisture, they do not survive indoors
for more than a few days unless there are very moist or damp conditions.



Pillbugs are scavengers, feeding mainly on decaying organic matter. They may occasionally feed on young, tender plants, but damage is typically not significant.
They can be found under mulch, flower pots, compost, stones or other items resting on the ground.
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Pillbugs are ¼- ½” with dark grey coloring. Their oval bodies are convex above and either flat or concave underneath. Pillbugs have seven pairs of legs and two
pairs or antennae and roll up into a ball when disturbed.
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Pillbugs, or roly-polys, are crustaceans, closely related to crayfish and shrimp. These terrestrial creatures must live in moist environments to be able to survive on
land. While they may sometimes invade homes in large numbers, they are a nuisance pest and do not bite, sting, transmit diseases or cause physical damage to
the home or its contents.

By Wizzie Brown, Extension Program Specialist at Texas AgriLife

Pill Bugs
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Meeting will be at the Whole Foods Downtown
Upper Plaza Level Conference Room
Monday, January 4th, 2010 at 7 PM
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