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BAITING FOR FIRE ANTS IN THE FALL

By Wizzie Brown, Extension Program Specialist at Texas Agrilife

While you may not be seeing too many mounds yet, fall is a great time to bait for fire ants. Baiting in the fall can help reduce the number of mounds that appear
in the spring. Baits take time for results to be seen, so be patient and plan to schedule a baiting program for spring and fall. If you need fire ants killed quickly,
you may want to use an individual mound treatment.

Tips on using baits:
e Make sure you have a bait, not a granular
o  Baits are either broadcasted over an entire property or sprinkled AROUND individual mounds for fire ants to pick up as food.
Baits should NOT get wet.
o  Granulars are sprinkled on TOP of a mound and watered in to carry the pesticide into the mound to come into contact with the ants.
e Broadcasting baits using a handheld spreader can save time and reduce the amount of chemical applied
e Use the proper amount of bait and application equipment for your yard size
o Read the label, it will tell you the rate of application and equipment required for application
o Many baits are placed at a rate of 1-1 2 pounds per acre
o Many people put out more bait than is needed
e Check that fire ants are foraging before putting out bait
o  Place a hotdog slice or potato chip near a mound, leave for 10 minutes, then check for fire ant activity
e Do not use stale or old bait
o Smell bait to make sure it is not spoiled; spoiled bait smells rancid
o  Store bait sealed in the original container
e Try to get your neighbors to bait around the same time as you do; this will push the reinvasion boundaries further away from your property
o  Even better, organize a community-wide fire ant management plan, they can help reduce the amount of fire ants within the community
& save money on chemical costs

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgrilLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and
no endorsement by Texas Agrilife Extension Service or the Texas Agrilife Research is implied.
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