
	 Westenfield	Park	sits	on	eleven	

acres	 on	 the	 northwest	 corner	 of	

Enfield	 and	 MoPac.	 	 It	 offers	 tennis	

courts,	basketball	courts,	a	playscape,	

and	 multipurpose	 grounds	 –	 we’ve	

used	 the	 park	 for	 team	 practices	 for	

soccer	 and	 baseball	 when	 my	 sons	

played	 on	 WAYA	 teams.	 	 Now,	 we	

mostly	 use	 the	 park	 as	 an	 access	 to	

the	Johnson	Creek	hike	and	bike	trail,	

which	 provides	 easy	 and	 safe	 access	

to	 downtown	 and	 Lady	 Bird	 Lake.		

Cycling	along	Johnson	Creek	provides	

a	 welcome	 retreat	 from	 urban	 noise	

and	 traffic.	 	 I	am	always	amazed	 that	

the	 green	 space	 exists	 in	 the	 heart	 of	

central	Austin.	 	Within	 seconds	 from	

MoPac,	 you	 can	 be	 enveloped	 in	 the	

natural	world.

	 Without	doubt,	one	of	the	best	

features	 of	 Westenfield	 Park	 is	 its	

pool.		Incredibly,	the	pool	has	been	in	

operation	 at	 that	 location	 since	 1933,	

and	it’s	usually	packed	in	the	summer.		

When	the	pool	opens	this	summer,	treat	

yourself	to	a	dip	in	its	shaded	waters.		

President’s Message
By Cathy Kyle
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Westenfield Park

Our next meeting will be Monday April 1st, 2013, 7:00PM at the Howson Library.
We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….

Notice:
Meeting loction and time change:
The May WANG board

meeting on May 6, 2013
will be held at the

Lions Municipal Golf 
Course Clubhouse
starting at 6:00PM
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It’s	 also	 a	 great	 pool	 for	 parents	 and	 kids	 to	 congregate,	

with	parents	lining	the	pool	to	catch	up	with	neighbors	and	

keep	an	eye	on	their	children.

	 Now	that	the	reconstruction	of	Deep	Eddy	Pool	has	

been	completed,	the	City	of	Austin	has	begun	to	focus	on	

our	other	neighborhood	pools.		Since	January,	the	City	has	

been	making	repairs	to	Reed	Pool.		Work	is	to	be	completed	

in	April	so	it	is	expected	to	open	on	schedule	this	season.		

Westenfield	 Pool,	much	 like	Deep	 Eddy,	 is	 in	 need	 of	 a	

complete	overhaul.		Constructed	80	years	ago,	the	pool	has	

serious	 irreparable	structural	 issues.	 	 It	was	 to	have	been	

rebuilt	 after	 the	 2012	 swimming	 season	 but	 bond	 funds	

were	diverted	to	Deep	Eddy	and	Bartholomew	Pools.		With	

the	 approval	 of	 bonds	 in	 November,	 funds	 are	 available	

and	have	been	allocated	to	rebuild	Westenfield	beginning	

in	September	 for	 an	opening	 in	 2014.	 	 	There	was	 some	

concern	that	it	wouldn’t	be	open	this	season	due	to	some	of	

the	pool’s	plumbing.		However,	City	Acquatics	staff	were	

able	to	repair	it	and	we	are	delighted	to	report	that	the	pool	

will	be	open	 for	what	promises	 to	be	a	very	hot	and	dry	

summer.		With	the	way	this	spring	is	shaping	up,	the	pools	

can’t	open	soon	enough!	

News from the Legislature

	 Every	couple	of	years,	the	Legislature	descends	on	

Austin.		While	the	Legislators	provide	an	economic	boon	

to	the	City,	at	times	it	seems	that	the	Legislature	is	intent	

upon	making	Austin	more,	well,	like	the	rest	of	the	State.		

For	example,	State	Representative	Drew	Springer	filed	HB	

2416,	the	“Shopping	Bag	Freedom	Act,”	only	a	few	days	

after	Austin’s	municipal	ordinance	banning	single	use	bags	

went	into	effect.		Springer	hails	from	Muenster,	population	

1,543,	 and	 only	 15	miles	 south	 of	 the	Oklahoma	border.		

He	claims	 that	everyone	he’s	 spoken	 to	opposes	 the	ban.		

That	has	not	been	my	experience,	and	I	wonder	how	many	

residents	he	has	polled.		Regardless,	it	seems	that	regulation	

of	local	matters,	such	as	single-use	bags,	should	be	decided	

by	the	City,	not	by	the	Legislature.	 	After	all,	no	one’s	

imposing	a	bag	ban	on	the	good	citizens	of	Muenster.

	 Of	 similar	 interest	 is	 the	development	of	 state-

owned	 property.	 	 We	 spent	 several	 years	 creating	 a	

Neighborhood	 Plan	 which	 provides	 guidance	 for	 land	

use	and	zoning	within	our	neighborhood.	 	On	a	 larger	

scale,	the	City	has	adopted	several	ordinances	to	protect	

the	 livability	 of	 our	 City,	 including	 the	 Heritage	 Tree	

Ordinance,	 the	 McMansion	 ordinance,	 Great	 Streets	

requirements,	 the	 Imagine	 Austin	 Comprehensive	

Plan,	 the	 water	 quality	 protection	 measures,	 historic	

preservation	 measures,	 and	 Town	 Lake	 Corridor	

protections,	 which	 affect	 lot	 coverage,	 building	 sizes,	

and	lot	sizes,	open	space	regulations,	and	park	dedication	

requirements.	 	 However,	 when	 the	 State	 develops	 the	

property	 it	 owns,	 it	 is	 presently	 exempt	 from	 local	

zoning	 and	 ordinances	 --	 that’s	 the	 rule	 in	Austin	 as	

well	as	any	other	city	with	State-owned	land	within	its	

limits.		This	also	applies	when	the	State	sells	off	parcels	

of	land	–	suddenly,	a	tract	of	land	within	the	city	limits	

with	private	ownership	has	no	governing	zoning	 since	

there	was	none	attached	to	the	property	when	it	was	held	

by	 the	State.	 	This	means	 that	when	 the	State	 decides	

to	develop	property	for	commercial	use,	the	tract	is	not	

subject	to	local	land	use	laws.		

	 To	 address	 this	 issue,	 State	 Senators	 Kirk	

Watson	and	Kevin	Eltife	have	proposed	SB	507,	which	

would	 require	 that	 qualifying	 projects	 performed	 or	

located	in	a	municipality	must	comply	with	the	zoning	

and	 land	use	 regulations	of	 the	municipality.	 	The	bill	

is	 designed	 to	 reform	 public-private	 partnerships	 to	

increase	transparency	and	accountability.		Not	only	is	no	

significant	fiscal	implication	to	the	State	anticipated,	but	

the	bill	aims	to	ensure	that	the	state	gets	the	best	deal	on	

public-private	initiatives.		It’s	nice	when	the	Legislature	

works	for	us.
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West Austin neighborhood group 
MINUTES FOR March 4, 2013 BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS MEETING
By Michael Cannatti, Secretary

These	are	the	minutes	of	the	West Austin Neighborhood 
Group Board of Directors Meeting on	Monday,	March	
4,	2013	at	the	Howson	Branch	Library.		

I.	 Call to Order:		The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	
7:02	pm	with	the	following	Board	members	in	attendance:		
Mary	Arnold,	Joyce	Basciano,	August	Harris,	Cathy	Kyle,	
Joseph	Bennett,	Gwen	Jewiss,	Haidar	Khazen,	Blake	
Tollett,	George	Edwards,	and	Michael	Cannatti,	later	
joined	by	George	Edwards.		

II.	 Approval of Minutes:		The	February	minutes	
were	approved	9-0	as	amended.

III.	 Neighbor Communications:

A.	 Update	on	Red	Bud	Isle:		Gwen	Jewiss	contacted	
City	staff	concerning	improvements	made	to	Red	
Bud	Isle.		The	City	confirmed	that	the	large	stone	
blocks	had	been	approved	for	installation	pursuant	
to	an	engineering	plan	which	addressed	erosion.		
Mary	Arnold	also	asked	Mateo	Scoggins	(City	

By:	Michael	Cannatti

	 At	the	last	meeting	of	WANG’s	board,	the	Roberta	

P.	 Crenshaw	 Honor	 Award	 was	 presented	 to	 August	

“Happy”	Harris,	III	to	recognize	his	valuable	contributions	

to	the	quality	of	 life	 in	the	neighborhood.	 	Blake	Tollett	

presented	 the	 award,	 noting	 that	 through	 his	 service	 on	

WANG’s	board	for	many	years	and	as	President	for	over	

four	years,	Happy	has	helped	to	preserve	and	protect	our	

neighborhood	 through	his	professional	and	even-handed	

leadership;	 his	 devotion	 of	 substantial	 time	 and	 energy	

to	address	public	 issues	affecting	our	neighborhood;	his	

creation	of	WANG’s	Parks	Advisory	Board	to	coordinate	

the	 support	 groups	 for	 the	West	Austin	 parks	 to	 share	

resources,	 inspiration,	 and	 information;	 and	 his	 service	

and	 participation	 in	 providing	 effective	 representation	

of	 neighborhood	 interests	 before	 various	 city	 and	 state	

officials	 in	 connection	 with	 planning	 and	 development	

issues	affecting	our	neighborhood.		

	 Harris	 was	 instrumental	 in	 guiding	 our	

participation	in	the	Neighborhood	Plan	process	where	his	

excellent	 research	 and	 presentation	 about	 the	 history	 of	

subdivisions	in	WANG	was	invaluable.		He	also	repeatedly	

presented	WANG’s	concerns	about	the	development	of	the	

Brackenridge	Tract	 to	the	UT	Board	of	Regents.	 	Harris	

now	 serves	 as	 President	 of	 the	 MoPac	 Neighborhood	

Association	 Coalition	 (MONAC),	 a	 group	 working	

with	 the	 Texas	 Department	 of	 Transportation	 to	 solicit	

neighborhood	input	and	to	disseminate	information	about	

planned	changes	 to	MoPac,	 including	 the	 installation	of	

noise-reducing	asphalt,	adding	a	new	lane	near	Lady	Bird	

Lake,	and	proposed	managed	toll	lanes.		Harris	has	long	

worked	with	Preservation	Austin	(formerly	Austin	Heritage	

Society),	 and	 he	 now	 serves	 as	 the	 First	Vice-President	

of	that	organization.		Most	recently,	Happy	was	named	a	

Commissioner	to	the	Texas	Historical	Commission,	where	

his	talents	will	reach	a	broader	audience.		His	tireless	work	

benefits	not	only	WANG	but	the	community	as	a	whole.		

	 In	 attendance	 were	 past	 winners	 of	 the	 award,	

including	Michael	Curry	 and	Michael	Cannatti,	 as	well	

as	family	and	friends,	including	Rosemary	Ratliff,	Martha	

Degrasse,	and	Charles	and	Kirsten	Moody.	 	 In	addition,	

city	council	member	Kathie	Tovo	attended	the	ceremony,	

and	presented	Happy	with	a	City	Council	proclamation	in	

recognition	of	the	Roberta	Crenshaw	Honor	Award.	

August “Happy” Harris Honored
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Wang Minutes , continued from page 3
Environmental	Scientist)	about	the	use	of	Dillo	Dirt	
at	the	site.		Mr.	Scoggins	stated	that	the	City	was	
unaware	that	the	Dillo	Dirt	had	been	used.		He	also	
noted	that	the	City	generally	recommends	against	
this	practice	in	restoration	efforts	“primarily	due	
the	large	nutrient	load	this	soil	carries,”	though	
restoration	work	is	a	challenge	in	such	areas.		Mr.	
Scoggins	also	noted	that	PARD	has	improved	the	
process	for	coordinating	volunteer	efforts	in	parks,	
including	specifically	soil	restoration	and	invasive	
removal	work	in	riparian	areas.		

[There was a brief adjournment, during which the Roberta 
Crenshaw Award was presented to former WANG President 
August “Happy” Harris III.  The meeting recommenced 
following the presentation.]

IV.	 Committee Reports:

A.	 Zoning:		Blake	Tollett	reported	that	there	were	no	
land	use	matters	this	month.		

1.	 Proposed	Improvements	to	Mount	Bonnell.		
Blake	Tollett	reported	on	recent	developments	
regarding	the	West	Point	Society’s	proposed	
park	enhancement	projects	to	Covert	Park	at	
Mount	Bonnell.		The	City’s	Historic	Landmark	
Commission’s	has	refused	to	support	the	
Society’s	proposed	replacement	of	the	
historic	marker	because	of	concerns	about	the	
historical	accuracy	of	the	contents	of	the	new	
marker.		The	City	is	reviewing	the	project’s	
approval,	but	PARD	has	withdrawn	its	support.		
Blake	Tollett	suggested	that	WANG’s	original	
support	may	need	to	be	reconsidered	in	view	
of	the	controversy.		

2.	 McMansion	Ordinance.		The	board	also	
discussed	recent	comments	from	the	Mayor	
regarding	the	need	to	revisit	or	simplify	the	
McMansion	Ordinance	due	to	permitting	
backlogs	at	the	city.		Mike	Cannatti	noted	
that	the	backlog	was	more	likely	due	to	the	
shortage	of	permit	review	staff	in	recent	
months.		August	Harris	noted	that	the	city	had	
recently	hired	additional	permit	reviewers.		
Joe	Bennett	noted	that,	even	with	a	full	staff,	
there	will	be	time	required	for	the	new	staff	to	
become	familiar	with	the	complexities	of	the	
land	development	code.	

B.	 Membership:		Joe	Bennett	reported	that	our	current	
membership	(174	members)	is	down	50	from	this	
time	last	year,	and	encouraged	board	members	to	

solicit	memberships	from	neighbors.		The	board	
also	noted	the	problem	with	membership	fees	being	
billed	multiple	times	from	certain	Paypal	accounts.		
Joe	Bennett	noted	that	appropriate	refunds	had	
been	paid.		Haidar	Khazen	will	check	into	possible	
technical	explanations	and	solutions	to	this	problem.		

C.	 Newsletter:  Haidar	Khazen	reported	that	the	last	
newsletter	had	been	timely	delivered.		Joe	Bennett	
will	include	an	article	in	our	next	newsletter	
recognizing	WANG’s	various	levels	of	financial	
support,	including	Friend	$50;	Patron	$100;	
Benefactor	$250;	Sustaining/Business	Friend	$500	
and	Business	Sustaining	$1,000.		Mary	Arnold	
noted	that	the	Allandale	newsletter	format	should	
be	reviewed	for	possible	ideas	on	content	and	
formatting	that	could	be	used	in	WANG’s	newsletter.		
Joe	Bennett	requested	that	he	be	notified	prior	to	
whenever	the	newsletter	is	being	distributed	so	
that	he	can	ensure	the	membership	list	is	updated	
before	the	newsletters	are	sent	out.		The	deadline	for	
receiving	content	for	the	next	newsletter	is	10	days	
from	the	board	meeting.			

D.	 ANC	Liaison	Report:  

1.	 LDC	Rewrite	Group	-	Joyce	Basciano	reported	
that	the	LDC	Advisory	Group	had	been	named	
to	oversee	the	land	development	code	rewrite	
effort,	and	includes	Chris	Bradford,	Mandy	
De	Mayo,	Stephen	Delgado,	Jim	Duncan,	Will 
Herring,	Jeff	Jack,	Melissa	Neslund,	Stephen	
Oliver,	Brian	Reis,	Beverly	Silas,	and	Dave	
Sullivan.		There	are	concerns	that	the	group	
does	not	include	an	advocate	for	representing	
neighborhood	interests.		On	March	7,	2013,	the	
LDC	Advisory	Group	will	be	asking	candidate	
consultants	questions	to	evaluate	their	selection	
for	the	project.		

2.	 McMansion	Ordinance	Correction	-	Joyce	
Basciano	also	noted	efforts	by	the	city	to	
amend	the	McMansion	ordinance	to	correct	a	
requirement	that	room	heights	over	15	feet	tall	
be	counted	twice	when	calculating	FAR.		

3.	 ANC	Resolutions	–	Joyce	Basciano	reported	that	
there	are	pending	ANC	resolutions	to	require	
that	a	public	interest	representative	be	appointed	
to	the	land	development	code	rewrite	effort.		
The	board	will	consider	possible	submission	of	
a	letter	supporting	the	appointment	of	a	public	
interest	representative	to	the	LDC	rewrite	group.

4.	 Parkland	Parking	Ordinance	–	Joyce	Basciano	



TROWEL & ERROR 2013!
 On	April	6,	from	9:30	a.m.	to	1:00	p.m.,	Mayfield	
Park	will	once	again	host	Trowel & Error,	the	Spring	
event	that	annually	attracts	gardeners	from	all	over	Central	
Texas	to	hear	experts	give	time-tested	tips	for	beautiful	
gardens.	Although	lectures	begin	at	10:00,	the	event	
“opens”	at	9:30	for	those	early	birds	who	want	to	purchase	
Mayfield’s	hard-to-find	heirloom	bulbs	and	perennials	for	
their	April	gardens	and	to	stroll	the	garden	paths	in	early	
morning	peacefulness.

	 Sponsored	by	Friends	of	the	Parks	of	Austin,	Trowel 
& Error	will	feature	Jay	White,	showing	us	how	to	Weed	
Free	 Organically	 and	 Vicki	 Blachman,	 discussing	 Herbal 
Infusion:	Capturing	the	Essence	of	Culinary	Herbs.		 	
 	 	 	 	 	 Rounding	 out	 the	 symposium	 will	 be	 Robin	
Howard	 Moore,	 suggesting	 Striking	 Color	 Combinations	
with	Shade-taking	Perennials.	

	 Not to	 be	 missed	 will	 be	 the	 legendary	 raffle	 of	
“garden	 goodies”.	 Everyone	 goes	 home	 a	 winner!	 It’s	 a	
wonderful	way,	rain or shine,	to	spend	a	morning	learning	
how	to	add	color	into	your	landscape	while	relaxing	among	
gregarious	 peafowl,	 towering	 palms,	 flowering	 trees,	 and	
ponds	filled	with	lilies….	and	for	only	a	$5.00	donation!!	

For	more	information	contact	neenok@aol.com 
(512)	453-7074	or	mayfieldpark.org.	

Wang Minutes, continued from page 4
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reported	on	the	ANC	resolution	to	oppose	the	
city’s	parkland	parking	ordinance	that	was	
recently	passed	to	allow	city	parks	to	be	used	
to	meet	business	parking	requirements.		The	
board	discussed	the	possible	negative	impact	
of	this	ordinance	on	our	neighborhood	parks,	
noting	that	an	overly	broad	law	was	passed	
to	address	a	specific	business	problem.		The	
board	will	consider	possible	submission	of	a	
letter	opposing	the	parkland	parking	ordinance	
via	electronic	motion.

V.	 Treasurer’s Report	–	The	Checking	Account	
Balance	is	$7,870.86,	and	the	Oak	Wilt	Account	
Balance	of	$1205.92.		

VI.	 Old Business –	None.

VII.	 New Business	–	None.

VIII.	 Adjournment	--	The	meeting	was	adjourned	
at	8:22	pm.		The	next	board	meeting	will	occur	on	
Monday,	April	1,	2013	(no	fooling).		The	Howson	
Branch	Library	is	not	available,	so	Mary	Arnold	will	
see	if	Muny’s	meeting	room	is	available	for	an	early	
meeting	at	6	pm.	

 There are various insects that may invade stored 
products within the home.  This will focus on red and confused 
flour beetles.  These beetles are similar in looks and biologies.  
They are small, reddish-brown to brown in color with a 
somewhat flattened body.  
 The beetles are omnivorous and feed on grain dust 
and milled grains, but can also feed on undamaged grains.  In 
homes they may be found in cereals, flour, pasta, dried beans, 
chocolate, nuts, herbs and spices.  With large populations of 
the insects, they may cause a foul taste and odor to infested 
products due to a secretion from their scent glands.
 If you are having a problem with these beetles, but 
cannot locate the source in your pantry, it may be that they are 
coming from somewhere else.  Check where pet food is stored.  
Also look in areas with dried flowers or potpourri.  Sometimes 
people will see these beetles during or after they have had a 
rodent infestation.  The beetles can come from rodent baits 
that may contain grains or from rodent nests where food was 
stored.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600.

Also check out www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.  Reference to 
commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding

that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic 
level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

Flour Beetles

Management tips:
•	 Inspect all food items and get rid of anything infested. If 

you do not want to throw away the food, you can either 
put in in the freezer for a week or heat in the oven at 
200 degrees for 2-3 hours.

•	 Clean all pantry areas, making sure to get any grain 
dust out of cracks and crevices.  Use a cleaning solution 
after all debris is removed.  Seal any cracks where 
grain dust may accumulate with a sealant product.

•	 Do not buy damaged or expired items from the 
grocery store.

•	 Use products promptly and if you go away for a period 
of time (a week or more), store items in the freezer.




