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These are the minutes of the West Austin 
Neighborhood Group Board of Directors 
Meeting on Monday, March 1, 2010 at 
the LCRA Redbud Facility.  

I.	Call to Order:  The meeting was 
called to order with the following Board 
members in attendance:  Erik Cary, Cathy 
Kyle, August Harris, Gwen Jewiss, Joyce 
Basciano, and Blake Tollett.  Somewhat 
tardily, Michael Cannatti slunk into 
the meeting after being detained at his 
daughter’s birthday party, as did Susan 
Pascoe after successfully navigating the 
entrance barriers, such as the closed 
driveway gate.
II.	Approval of Minutes:  Approval of the 
minutes from the February 2010 board 
meeting not addressed due to lack of 
quorum. 
III.	Neighbor Communications:  
A.	 2010 Census:  Judy Johnson presented 
information on the 2010 Census and 
the related part time employment 
opportunities available for 1600 jobs in 
Travis County for 5-10 weeks.  Additional 
information at www.2010censusjobs.gov.
B.	 Coyote Encroachment (7:20 pm):  Judy 
Coker recounted the loss of two pet cats 
to coyote predations and her unsuccessful 
efforts to get help from the City of Austin 
to remove the coyotes.  While private 
trapping is permitted, she reported that UT 
does not allow trapping on the Muni golf 
course, and requested that WANG write a 
letter to help with the trapping effort.  After 
reviewing the previous history of coyote 
intrusions in the neighborhood, August 
agreed to write a letter to UT and the City 
requesting assistance with addressing the 
coyote threat, particularly as it pertains to 
possible risks to residents.
C.	 O.Henry Student/Neighbor Concerns 
(7:28 pm):  August briefly summarized 
the recent student assault between two 
students that occurred at an abandoned 
property on Norwalk and that caused 
some concern with neighbors about 
property damage and safety for the 
students.  In KXAN television coverage 
of the situation, August was interviewed 
about the previous safety concerns by 
neighbors and the ongoing efforts to 
address same, but only the safety concern 
statements were included in the report.  
While many efforts have been made to 

address the problem of unsupervised 
students waiting for bus rides home, 
including meetings with School Board 
and O. Henry administration and security 
officials, this remains a challenging and 
ongoing problem.  Board members 
recommended that neighbors report 
criminal activity using 311/911 to obtain 
APD support, and also looking into a 
mentor program with Camp Mabry.
D.	 Howson Reopening (7:49 pm):  Our 
library branch is scheduled to open on 
April 10, 2010 with a small ceremony at 
9-11 am.   WANG will revisit the proposal 
to help purchase a new audio-visual 
system after seeing what the equipments 
needs are.  Additional info at http://www.
ci.austin.tx.us/library/news/nr20091102.
htm.
E.	 2206 W. 11th Street (7:52 pm):  A code 
enforcement proceeding is underway 
concerning excessive impervious cover at 
this property.  There is no action required 
by WANG at this time.
IV.	Committee Reports: 
A.	 Zoning (7:55 pm)
(1)	 C8-2009-0091.0A -- 2107 Woodmont 
Avenue (Owner: Kathryn Schulze Moser, 
Applicant: Jim Bennett Consulting, Hector 
Avila 791-0517):  This resubdivision case 
was to have been heard by the Planning 
Commission on the 01/23/2010.  A 
request for postponement was withdrawn 
by consent, and Applicant has agreed to 
include plat language preventing duplex 
on back (Forest) lot, and restricting front 
(Woodmont) lot to single family residence 
and one two-family dwelling as defined 
in the Land Development Code.
•	 Board Action:  No further board 
action taken at this time, other than to 
appreciate Blake’s work on this matter.
(2)	 C15-2010-00262206 -- Townes 
Lane (Owner: Roxan Coffman 750-6666 
Applicant: Jim Bennett 282-3079):  The 
applicant has requested a variance to 
decrease the minimum rear yard setback 
requirement from 5 feet to 2.9 feet and 
the side yard setback requirement from 
5 feet to 2.5 feet in order to maintain a 
detached accessory structure for a single-
family residence, and has also requested 
a variance to increase the maximum 
impervious coverage requirement from 
45% to 56% existing in order to maintain 
the existing impervious coverage for a 

single-family residence.  Mr. Bennett 
explained that the landscaping portion 
of the impervious cover represented a 
hardship.  In response to concerns about 
the excessive impervious cover, Mr. 
Bennett agreed to provide a copy of the 
1986 plat map to show the grandfathered 
impervious cover.
•	 Board Action:  The Board will vote by 
electronic motion to allow for additional 
information to be provided.
(3)	 Proposed LDC Ordinance C2O-
2009-021 – Blake reported that the 
Planning Commission met on Feb.23 
to consider the proposed ordinance 
amending the Chapter 25-2, Subchapter E 
(Design Standards and Mixed Use) of the 
City Code as implementing the first phase 
of proposed changes to Subchapter E.  The 
proposed ordinance does not apply to 
our neighborhood as we do not have any 
mixed use properties.  A draft ordinance 
of the proposed amendment can be 
found at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/
development/codeamend.htm.  Cannatti 
noted that the proposed “remodel” 
ordinance is also being considered by 
the Planning Commission’s Codes and 
Ordinances Subcommittee on March 16, 
2010 as a way to limit the application 
of the “remodel” loopholes in the LDC, 
and agreed to circulate information to 
the Board with specifics on the proposal, 
including any limits on the number 
of remodel permits for a project.  The 
remodel ordinance proposal is posted at 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/development/
downloads/09_005_res_remodel_regs.
pdf.
•	 Board Action:  No further board 
action taken at this time.
(4)	 SPC-2009-0066C -- 1600 West 
38th Street  Rehab Hospital:  The Board 
discussed the recent City Staff decision 
to accommodate applicants who want 
to build a rehab facility on this site by 
undertaking a code change to create a 
new use definition that is tailor-made 
for rehab hospital.  This will enable this 
site and others to become eligible for 
construction of this rehab hospital or 
others like it, with no CUP required, no 
public input needed.  The underlying 
case is in the Ridgelea Neighborhood and 
they and the owner of Jefferson Square 
have been fighting vigorously as it abuts 
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a residential neighborhood.
•	 Board Action:  Susan and Joyce 
were asked to draft a letter for WANG’s 
submission to Council and the Planning 
Commission stating our objection to 
changing the LDC to accommodate 
specific projects like this, and to 
investigate obtaining ANC input on the 
issue.
B.	 Communications 
(1) Newsletter (8:36 pm) – Gwen reported 
that bids for handling our newsletter 
printing requirements are still being 
collected and will be circulated to the 
Board.  
•	 Board Action:  The Board decided to 
print the February and March newsletters 
together as a single issue.
C.	 Infrastructure
(1) Brackenridge Tract Update (8:41 pm) –  
August reported on the Parks Department 
memo from Sara Hensley which 
concluded that “no alternative funding 
sources were available” for funding the 
lease payments for Lion’s Municipal Golf 
Course other than the Gold Enterprise 

Operating Fund, and WANG’s efforts to 
challenge and correct this conclusion.  
		  (a)  Council Meeting Review 
– August reported on the meetings 
conducted with City Council members 
wherein Council members were asked 
to confirm that their views on the 
Brackenridge Tract were consistent with 
City Staff’s views.  The preference at 
the City is that there should not be an 
adversarial dynamic between the City and 
the University of Texas
(2) Neighborhood Planning (8:49 pm) 
–  The neighborhood planning meeting 
on March 4, 2010 will be the Final 
Open House meeting during which the 
draft Transportation; Parks, Open Space 
and the Environment; Community Life; 
and Neighborhood in Context chapters 
will be presented for public review 
and input.  Cannatti reviewed the 
various differences between the Vision 
Statements from the stakeholders and 
from City Staff, and agreed to circulate 
a draft recommendation to the Board for 
circulation to the neighborhood by email 

and WANG’s website, where the message 
will provide WANG’s recommendation 
on the results of the planning process.  
(3) It’s My Parks Day (8:59 pm) --  Neighbors 
were encouraged to participate in the “It’s 
My Park” day program on March 6, 2010.
V.	Treasurer’s Report (9:00 pm) – August 
reported that the operating account had 
a balance of $1976.51, and that the oak 
wilt account had a balance of $1204.29.  
VI.	Adjournment:  At 9:00, the meeting 
was adjourned.  The next WANG Board 
meeting will occur on Monday, April 
12, 2010 (7:00 pm) at Howson Branch 
Library!

March Minutes, continued from page 5

		  After earning top awards and being named the Grand 
Champions at several contests this season, the Austin High 
Red Jackets have been hard at work preparing for their annual 
Spring Show.  This year’s show, entitled “A Bit of History”, will 
take place at 7pm April 15th-17th in the Austin High PAC. The 
show this season will showcase a dance each evening by the 
Red Jacket alumni, and the Thursday performance will feature 
a dance by the Austin High teachers!  All Red Jacket alumni are 
invited to the Spring Show as well as a meet and greet reception 
before the performances on Friday and Saturday night.
		  Recently, the Red Jacket alumni gathered for a reunion 

photo on the steps of the old Austin High (presently the ACC Rio 
Grande campus) where the dance team was represented as far 
back as 1935!  Tickets for the Spring Show are $8 in advance and 
can be purchased during lunch at Austin High April 14th-16th 
or preordered from any Red Jacket, or may be purchased for $10 
at the door.  The Austin High Red Jackets are under the direction 
of Stephanie Braden and this year will mark her 10th year of 
teaching at Austin High.  This is also the 25th anniversary of the 
Red Jacket’s Spring Show and it promises to be grand – don’t 
miss it!

AUSTIN HIGH RED JACKETS SPRING SHOW
By Susan Bell
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 West Austin Neighborhood Group
P.O. Box 5722
Austin, Texas 78763-5722

  Please Check Mailing Label for Renewal Date

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
ALL ARE WELCOME
Meeting will be at the Whole Foods Downtown 
 Upper Plaza Level Conference Room 
Monday, January 4th, 2010 at 7 PM


