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Our next meeting will be Monday November 4th, 2013, 7:00PM, Location TBD –
please check our website. We look forward to seeing you! Please join us.

And speaking of joining us….

President’s Message
By Cathy Kyle

Our Annual Social is fast
approaching. This year it will be
held on Saturday, October 19, 11 am
– 1 pm. Look for signs around the
neighborhood with more details. Two
things are guaranteed – hamburgers
from Hat Creek Burgers, and a good
time. Join us and find out what’s
happening around the neighborhood.

West Austin Neighborhood
Group

annual
social
film project
Documentary Interviews
$15 Family Membership Includes a Burger!
Food by Hat Creek Burgers

Saturday, October 19
11 am-1 pm

Last week, with little fanfare,
the Austin Independent Citizens
Redistricting Commission unveiled
its proposal for the district lines
for the new 10-1 plan, which will
divide the city into ten districts
for the purpose of electing council
members. The district boundaries are
to (1) minimize the division of any
local neighborhood or community
of interest; (2) have geographically
identifiable boundaries, and (3)
encourage geographical compactness
such that nearby areas of population
are not bypassed for more distant
populations. The preliminary maps
approved last week neatly divide
our neighborhood into two separate

districts. The western half (District
7) runs from Lady Bird Lake east of
MoPac, and then jumps the freeway
between Windsor and 35th Street,
collects Brykerwoods on its way, and
continues northward all the way to
Pflugerville. Pemberton, Old Enfield
and Clarksville are part of District 9,
which includes Barton Hills south to
Ben White, Bouldin Creek, Travis
Heights, Downtown, the University,
and Hyde Park.
Part of our
neighborhood is also lumped in with
Balcones Heights, Far West, Westlake,
and Cedar Park (District 10). Check
it out at www.austinredistricting.org/
maps/interactive-preliminary-map.
You can also sign up at the website to
stay informed of new developments
in the process.
Regardless of your position
on the 10-1 plan, the proposed maps
fail to meet the required criteria. Our
own neighborhood association is not
part of one cohesive unit, many of the
district lines are haphazardly drawn
with no reference to geographic

is officially coming to Austin!
* free 5mbps internet for 7 years
* $70/month for 1000mbit (yes, that's right) internet
* $120/month for 1000mbit and 200 channels of HD TV

tARRYTOWN PARK

Installation will be prioritized based on interest
from zip codes.
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getting it.
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pushed for development of 28 units on the property.

Presidents Message, continued from page 1

boundaries, and there seems to have been no effort
to minimize the division of our community. It’s hard
to see how our neighborhood’s interests are aligned
with those of the good folks in north Austin, or how
Old Enfield and Travis Heights match up. Nothing
can explain the strange finger running along Pease
Park, dipping down to separate Pemberton and the
University. The jagged line runs along Hartford,
Woodlawn, Harris and Jefferson before ending abruptly
in a small triangle bounded Westover and MoPac. The
proposed map does not promote compactness and links
our area with distant neighborhoods. The boundaries
seem intentionally drawn to divide our neighborhood
and dilute our voice at City Hall. Let the Citizens
Redistricting Commission know your view, and think
about how our neighborhood should be incorporated
into the planned districts.
Another new development in our neighborhood
is the latest iteration of the proposed development of
3215 Exposition, which was carved out of the Austin
State Supported Living Center’s property. Steve
Beuerlein with Burlington Ventures first purchased
this 2.2 acre tract in May 2007. Because the property
had been owned by the State, it was not zoned. In
August 2007, Beuerlein went to the City Council and
asked for MF-1 zoning. The neighbors strenuously
opposed this intense densification of the tract, which
would allow a 40’ height for new development of
the property. Over 700 neighbors signed a petition
asking for SF-3 zoning that was submitted to Council.
SF-3 would allow either a single family residence or
a duplex on the tract and conforms with the rest of
the neighborhood. Instead, back in 2007, Beuerlein

Discussions continued between Beuerlein and the
neighbors and included a formal mediation. By February
14, 2008, Beuerlein and the neighbors presented a joint
proposal to Council which allowed for SF-6 zoning,
20-unit development, and a height limitation of 32’.
Before the third reading, however, Beuerlein withdrew
the zoning application. Since that time, the project
has remained dormant, and it was excepted from the
neighborhood’s Future Land Use Map (FLUM), which
was adopted in 2010. In that process, the neighborhood
again tried to reach an agreement with the developer of
the tract, but he continued to push for a multi-family
designation.
It should not have been a surprise then, that when
Beuerlein presented his newest proposal to WANG last
month, he again sought multi-family zoning and even
more units – up to a whopping 32 on the 2.2 acre tract.
Beuerlein argues that the development will provide
affordable housing to seniors. He promises to sell only
to those 55 and older, and 1-bedroom units will start at
$450,000.00. Three-bedroom units will sell for $1.5
million. Maybe that’s affordable to some folks, and I
guess that 55 qualifies as “senior”.
What are the neighbors’ objections to the
development? There are several, and it’s hard to choose
which is the most important. We are concerned with the
precedent of allowing density of the magnitude proposed
along Exposition. Over the years, WANG has fought
to protect single-family development along Exposition
with the exception of a few commercial centers, churches
and schools. We included this vision of the future
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development along this corridor in the FLUM. Unless
we continue to oppose proposed increased density, we
can expect Exposition to look like Enfield between
MoPac and Lamar. Instead, new projects along Enfield
should make some attempt to be compatible with the
surrounding property. WANG has a history of working
with development to insure that all the stakeholders are
satisfied. For example, WANG was deeply involved in
the expansion of Good Shepherd Episcopal’s campus as
well as Westminster Presbyterian’s new construction.
The neighborhood across the street from the
Beuerlein tract is limited by deed restriction to singlestory single family homes (fair disclosure: I live in
that neighborhood), and Tarrytown averages about
three units/acre, not 32. We’re also worried about three
story condominiums looming over nearby houses, as
well as increased traffic along an already congested
thoroughfare. Also troubling is the hard work many
neighbors put in to the last zoning application, only to
be sent back to square one with the new, even denser,
proposition. Another consideration is environmental:
the tract sits on the headwaters of Taylor Slough, a
critical watershed supplying water to Lake Austin.
Beuerlein should attempt to work with the neighbors
instead of continually pushing for more and more units
in a zombie development.
West Austin Neighborhood Group
Board of Directors Meeting
Monday, September 9, 2013, 7:00 PM
Lions Municipal Golf Course Clubhouse
Minutes
September 9, 2013
Present: Arnold, Basciano, Bennett, Cannatti, Cary,
Edwards, Harris, Khazen, Kyle, Tollett
I.

Kyle called the meeting to order at 7:04PM

II.
Minutes - A motion was made by Harris, seconded by Arnold and passed unanimously to approve the
minutes of the August 5, 2013 meeting.
III.

Neighbor Communications

A.
Elm Terrace/3215 Exposition – Steve Beuerlein Jerry Harris with Husch Blackwell LLP, formerly Brown
McCarroll, presented on behalf of Mr. Beuerlein. Dick Clark
Architecture was retained to develop a new design for the 2
acre site. The design includes a 75 foot vegetative buffer,
a single driveway and underground parking. However, the
stepped design has grown dramatically to 34 units and an

West Austin Neighborhood Group

even higher zoning category of Multi-family 2 (MF2). The
units will be listed at $400,000 for a small one bedroom to
$1.5 million for the larger units. The current design includes 8
three bedroom units, 17 two bedroom units and 9 one bedroom
units. Beuerlein represented that this project will be restricted
to those 50 and over. Mr. Jerry Harris and Mr. Beuerlein were
challenged on several assumptions and it was pointed out by
a number of attendees that this concept, while including the
75 foot vegetative buffer, was even more aggressive than that
the developer brought forward several years before that was
overwhelmingly opposed and well in excess to that approved at
first reading by the Austin City Council. They intend to move
forward with their site plan shortly.
B.
2404 Sharon Lane - Ted Batey & Breann Bruton - The
owners appeared to discuss preliminary plans for a garage
apartment to accommodate a bathroom so they could relocate a
family member. Tollett pointed out that the speculative builder
of this house had maximized the Floor to Area Ratio (FAR)
when the house was built ion 2009. The owners were offered
several design suggestions that would meet their needs without
or with minimal impact to the FAR.
C.
Residential Permit Parking District in the 3700
block of Enfield Road - Because of the growing volume of
offsite parking for the various lakeside businesses and Wash
Landing, neighbors have requested an RPP under the new City
guidelines. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by
August Harris and seconded by Joyce Basciano to endorse the
RPP application. The motion was approved unanimously.

D.
Mt. Bonnell /West Point Society of Central Texas
- The West Point society of Central Texas has dropped its
appeal of the marker replacement on Mt. Bonnell. It was
noted that they also lost their case in the Texas Court of
Appeals against the Texas Historical Commission as to
whether they had standing to change the language on the
state historical marker.
E.
Single Member Districts - Kyle created a single
member district working group to address 10-1 and its
effects on West Austin. Harris agreed to lead the effort
and said he would reach out to political consultant
Mike Baselice and City Demographer Ryan Robinson
so that they might speak to WANG and perhaps other
organizations in Central Austin.
IV.
Page 3
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the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) for a potential managed lane project from Lady Bird Lake south on
MoPac. CTRMA has initiated the study in its preliminary
phases. He also addressed the MoPac Improvement Project.
Core samples and engineering are being completed. Sound
wall construction schedules may be found here. http://www.
mopacexpress.com/multimedia/files/Sound%20Wall%20
Schedule%200813.pdf

to have the ordinance to council for an Oct 3rd first reading.
X.
Adjournment – Kyle adjourned the meeting at
9:01PM Call to Order (7:00 p)
XI.
Next Meeting October 7, 2013, Howson Library,
7:00 pm. (NOTE: The November 2013 meeting will be
relocated to a place to be determined because Howson Library will be a precinct location and thus unavailable.)

V.

Annual Meeting - Kyle reminded attendees that
the annual meeting and social, with an emphasis on social, is
currently scheduled for October 19th. It was agreed that there
would be no September newsletter as the annual newsletter to
the entire neighborhood will come out shortly. The board was
reminded to sell advertising space.

VI.

Membership – Bennett reported on membership
status. He continues working on strategies to improve the visibility of membership forms and promote membership levels.

VII.

ANC Liaison Report - Basciano reported that ANC
is engaged in the revisions of the City’s Land Development

Code. She added that they are seeking nominations for
ANC’s executive committee.
VIII.
Treasurer’s Report – Edwards reported that
the fund balance is $7,528.28 and the oak wilt account
maintains a balance of $1,205.98
IX.

New Business

A.
Improving Austin Streams – Basciano reported
that a meeting will be hosted on this item by the City on
October 9 at 6:30 at 505 Barton Springs. Visit: http://
austintexas.gov/event/public-forum-%E2%80%93improving-austin-streams for more information
B.
The Short Term Rentals Ordinance was referred
back to staff for revision on August 26th.
C.
The Special Events Ordinance is going to be
revised.
Visit: http://austintexas.gov/news/specialevents-ordinance-revision-information
for
more
information including a draft of the ordinance. Gordon
Derr, Assistant Director, COA Transportation Dept will
be making a presentation on the revised at the Sept. 25th
Austin Neighborhoods Council meeting. Staff is hoping
West Austin Neighborhood Group

ZONING AND VARIANCE REQUESTS 2012-2013
This report contains the past year’s noticed requests
to the Board of Adjustment (BoA) for variances from
the City’s Land Development Code (LDC), noticed
requests to the Residential Design and Compatibility
Commission (RDCC) for modifications from the
LDC requirements under the Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards (I.E.-the “McMansion”
ordinance), and other noticed land use change
requests, such as zoning/rezoning, that after review
and deliberation by the Board of Directors (BoD)
were voted on to be either opposed by WANG or not
opposed with conditions. Following a description of
the case will be the outcome or resolution.
VARIANCE REQUESTS AT THE BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT
C15-2012-0119
2400 West 7th Street
Applicant/Owner: Elpi Constantinou 512-913-3029
The applicant requested a variance to increase the
maximum fence height requirement from 6 feet to 8
feet in order to maintain a solid fence along the west
property line for a single-family residence in an SF-3NP zoning district. The LDC states that a solid fence
constructed along a property line may not exceed an
average height of 6 feet or a maximum height of 7 feet.
Although there was opposition to this request from
the next-door neighbor, the WANG Board felt
the circumstances here were so extraordinary that
extraordinary action was required and we voted to
support the variance request. The BoA granted the
variance.
Page 4
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C15-2012-0124
3801 Stevenson
Applicant: Jim Bennett 512-784-4961
Owner: Jack & Ann Swingler
The applicant requested a variance to decrease the
minimum front street setback requirement from 25 feet
to 5 feet in order to erect a carport for a single-family
residence in an SF-3-NP zoning district.
The applicant requested a variance in order to erect a
carport for a single-family residence in an SF-3-NP
zoning district. The LDC (under the Central West Austin
Neighborhood Plan) states that a parking structure with an
entrance that faces the front yard may not be closer to the
front lot line the building façade.
[NOTE: The owners of this structure had previously
received a variance from LDC requirements from the BoA
in 2004 and a modification to LDC requirements from the
Residential Design Compatibility Commission (RDCC) in
2009.]
[C15-04-041
3801 Stevenson Avenue
Jack and Ann Swingler, owners, (830) 825-9003
Tina Contros, agent, 371-3175
The applicant had requested a variance to decrease the
minimum front street setback requirement from 25 feet to
12 feet 3 inches in order to erect an addition to a singlefamily residence in an SF-3 zoning district.
In 2004 the BoA granted an amended variance that
contained the language we requested, to wit:
“After discussion with the applicant, and contingent
upon the following modifications and conditions of the
proposed variance request:
That the proposed incursion into the front yard setback
be no greater than 7 feet six inches; that the incursion be
specified for the garage only; and that the incursion be a
single story structure,
the ExComm of WANG voted 9 to 4 to lift their
previously stated opposition to the variance request.”]
[Case Number: 08-072080RA
West Austin Neighborhood Group

3801 Stevenson Avenue
Applicant: Tina Contros 350-3175
Owner: Ann & Jack Swingler 478-1785
The applicant had requested a modification to allow an
FAR (Floor To Area Ratio) increase from the maximum
development permitted from the allowable 40%
(3007.6 square feet) to 45.79% (3443.5 square feet) in
order to enclose an existing second story uncovered
roof deck to create a study and a closet.
In 2009 the RDCC granted the requested modification
and a restrictive covenant was placed on the deed, the
relevant language being:
“The part of the Residence configured as a one story
garage on the date of this instrument will continue
to be that of a one story garage unless and until this
restrictive covenant is amended, modified or terminated
as herein provided.”]
Considering these two previous increases in
development entitlements the WANG Board asked
that the BoA deny this third variance request from
or modification to the LDC requirements and the
BoA did so deny the requests.
C15-2013-0080
2313 W 8th Street
Applicant: David Cancialosi
Owner: Jeff O’Jibway
The applicant had requested a variance from Section
25-2-1604 (C) (2) of the LDC in order to erect a
parking structure for a single-family residence in an
SF-3-NP zoning district. The LDC states that a parking
structure with an entrance that faces the front yard and
is less than 20 feet behind the building façade must not
exceed 50 percent of the width of the principal structure
as measured parallel to the front lot line.
There was neighbor support for this request, and
although the WANG Board did not formally vote on
the request, the BoA nevertheless denied it.
The below LDC provision was included in our Central
West Austin Neighborhood Plan (CWANP), and
especially with new construction, compliance with the
provision absent some special circumstances would
appear to be desirable.
Page 5
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LDC § 25-2-1604 GARAGE PLACEMENTS
(A) This section applies to a single-family
residential use, a duplex residential use, or a twofamily residential use.
(B) In this section:
   (1) BUILDING FACADE means the
front building facade of the principal structure on a
lot, and the term excludes the building facade of the
portion of the principal structure designed or used as a
parking structure.
   (2) PARKING STRUCTURE means a garage or
carport, either attached or detached from the principal
structure.
(C) A parking structure with an entrance that faces
the front yard:
   (1) may not be closer to the front lot line than the
building facade; and
   (2) if the parking structure is less than 20 feet
behind the building facade, the width of the parking
structure may not exceed 50 percent of the width of the
principal structure, measured parallel to the front lot
line.
Source: Ord. 030925-64; Ord. 031211-11.
MODIFCATION REQUESTS AT THE RDCC
Case Number: 2012-120342RM
2200 Mountainview Road
Applicant: William Hablinski, AIA 310-600-6940
Owner: Georgia Leonard
The applicant had requested a modification to allow
a FAR increase from the maximum development
permitted of 40% (3,480.5 s.f.) to 48% (4,199 s.f.) in
order to relocate mechanical equipment to an existing
attic space in a single-family (SF-3-NP) zoning district.
The WANG BoD voted electronically to oppose this
modification request. This was a new construction,
and if the modification had been sought prior to
construction, the BoD was not convinced that such
a large modification to the LDC would have been
justified. The lot contains 8,700 s.f. that would allow
a more than modest home of 3,480 s.f. at the LDC
maximum FAR of 40%. The as built structure does
not necessarily speak to compatibility with close by
residences, something the RDCC looks to in granting
modification requests, and there was substantial close
by neighbor opposition to the modification request.
West Austin Neighborhood Group

The main foundation of the applicant’s request for
modification after the structure has been built is that
the City erred in releasing the building permit because
the City Staff reviewer should have seen from the plans
submitted that the applicant, the project’s architect, had
miscalculated the FAR. The applicant has also stated that
the City’s inspectors had passed the building layout and
other preliminary inspections and that the miscalculation
only came to light on framing inspection. The WANG
BoD did not feel it was in the position to determine
whether the original building permit application
was sufficient for a reviewer to have detected the
miscalculation of allowable FAR or even whether that
would have been the reviewer’s responsibility.
The Residential Design Compatibility Commission
voted to deny the modification request.
Case Number: 2012-127211R
Applicant: Kari Blatchly 512-289-0010
Owner: Melissa Ann Jones
3210 Stevenson Avenue
The applicant has requested a modification to allow an
articulation increase from the maximum development
permitted in the LDC; from the allowable sidewall
articulation requirement not to extend in an unbroken
plane for more than 36 feet-to extend the exterior wall
39 feet to build a new two story single family residence.
The applicant has requested a modification to allow
a Floor-To Area (FAR) increase from the maximum
development permitted in the LDC; from the allowable
maximum of 40% (2,785 s.f.) to 44.8% (3,125 s.f.) in
order to build a new two story single-family residence.
After review, the WANG BoD voted electronically
to oppose the requested modifications. Our objection
was based primarily on the overarching fact that the
property in question was a cleared lot and a home could
be designed and constructed, albeit on a smaller scale,
within the parameters of the Land Development Code.
This modification request was denied by the RDCC.
Blake Tollett
3701 Bonnie Road 78703-2002
512-477-4028
blake.tollett@earthlink.net
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NEWS FROM MAYFIELD PARK

JOIN THE WEST AUSTIN
NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP (OCT 2013)

Mayfield Park/Community ProjectThe Mayfield Council

West Austin Neighborhood Group Memberships are NOW
running concurrently from November 1st to October 31st
of each year. Join or Re-new now (June/July) and your
Membership is good through October 31, 2014. Those
who renewed prior to June will need to renew on or before
November 1 to be active for 2014. If you have questions
about your membership, please contact membership@
westaustinng.com. We are constantly working on outreach
and membership development. Talk to your neighbors
and ask them if they are members! Join at a Friend Level
or higher and be eligible for our annual free ACL Festival
3-Day Pass Raffle!
Membership is open to all West Austin residents and
businesses. All members are invited to participate in
public forums, engage in social activities and serve on
committees. The Stronger the Membership, the Greater
the effort for the Neighborhood.
Benefactor Level
Patron Level		
Friend Level 		
Family Level		
Senior Level		
Student Level
Sustaining Level

$ 250
$ 100
$ 50
$ 30
$ 15
$ 15
$ 500

We would like give a big Thank You ! to all our Members
for their support of the Neighborhood and ESPECIALLY
our Benefactor, Patron and Friend Level Members:
Benefactor Level – Kelly Nunn
Patron Level - Julie & Ben Crenshaw, Colleen & Brad
Theriot, Carter Shanklin, Beverly Rase, Marcia & George
Edwards, Dealey & David Herndon, Richard & Susie
Hile, Libby & Bruce Malone, Joseph & Amber Bennett,
Friend Level - Michael Cannatti & Ann Phips, Coleman
& Lola Jennings, Glenn & Cyndi Corser, Edna Whitworth,
Andrew & Connie Mawer, Margie Nauman, Judy Coker,
J.B. McReynolds & Susan Hollon, Jacob Neubauer, Mary
Ellen Oliver, Jay & Mary Alice Lucas, Linda & Kelly
Dickens, Neil & Susan Pascoe, John & Caroline Trube,
Noelle Paulette, Vicky Y Spradling, Jim & Lee Ann
Anderson, Catherine Kyle, Jerry & Mary Bell, Lidia
Agraz & Allen Peck, Jim & Joanna Essler, Flo Ann
Randle, Brian & Christine Caudle, The Girl’s School of
Austin, Ann Moody, Dealey & David Herndon, Amy &
Brent Corbett, Eva & Peter Riley, and George Henderson
West Austin Neighborhood Group

We have been busy inside the walls at Mayfield this
year. The good folks over in the Preserve moved the
peafowl rehabilitation enclosure from behind the garage
to outside the walls just to the south of the composting
enclosure. On It’s My Park Day (coincidentally this
year was also Texas Independence Day, March 2nd)
volunteers from our neighbor and friend Frost Bank came
out and spread hardwood mulch on the garden paths.
The turnout for Trowel & Error on the first Saturday in
April was exceptional this year with over 150 attendees.
We cleared just under $6,000 with $850 being designated
for the garden fund. Speaking of funds for the volunteer
maintained gardens, over thirty of the individual plots
are now adopted although we still have a couple of small
plots that need the attention of that special someone. The
Parks & Recreation Department (PARD) has been busy
planting new grass in areas worn down by drought and
foot traffic, installing new rock borders on some of the
cottage beds and maintaining the ponds. In early summer
after meeting with the Certificate of Appropriateness
Committee of the Historic Landmark Commission, we
applied for, and received, an Austin Parks Foundation
grant to do remedial erosion control work in front of the
gazebo wedding area on the south side of the park as well
as the southeast corner of the cottage grounds where there
is a gate into the Preserve.
The Mayfield Council wants to thank those who have
given their money, but especially those who have given
their time, to the preservation and maintenance of
this true gem in the City’s parks system. The Mayfield
Cottage and Grounds, a City of Austin historic landmark
and a National Registered District, would not be what it
is today without these volunteer efforts.
We have a new project we need your help on. Since the
Mayfield Council commissioned and paid for the original
Mayfield Park Master Plan in 1986, that document has
guided the rehabilitation and restoration efforts at the park.
During the last 27 years, in coordination with PARD, the
Mayfield Council has secured over $400,000 of private
monies and facilitated several thousand hours of volunteer
time in implementing and maintaining the guidelines set
out in the plan. While the structural bones of the cottage
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and grounds have remained fairly static, the landscape
has continued to evolve over time and through changing
environments. The trees have matured, and along with
some badly placed volunteer palms, the areas of shade
and sun have changed since the Gutches first planted the
gardens. These changes have affected where and what
is planted and thrives on the grounds, a good example
being the lack of viable rosebushes in the historic Rose
Beds. It is time for a new master plan, this time focused
on the landscape.

The project will cost just under $20,000 and we would
appreciate your support in this effort. For tax purposes,
contributions to the Mayfield Park/Community Project
are channeled through an IRS § 501(c)(3) entity
(Austin Community Foundation, MP/CP Fund) and
can be sent to:
Mayfield Park/Community Project
MP Historic Landscape Fund
2704 Macken
Austin, Texas 78703

The Mayfield Council has commissioned the noted
Historic Preservation Landscape Architect Catherine
O’Conner to work with the Council and PARD, and the
scope of the project will focus on the historic landscape
of Mayfield and its long-term preservation needs. Areas
of research, analysis, and documentation will include
historic and existing circulation, vegetation, hardscape
elements and topography. The ultimate objective is to
develop a plan that will assess and prioritize landscape
preservation needs, interpretative goals, maintenance
practices, and establish a platform toward the
development of sustainable practices.

Austin Community Foundation
Mayfield Park/Community Project Fund
P.O. Box 5159
Austin, Texas 78763
Keep us in mind and come visit the park.
We are expecting you.
The Mayfield Council:
Karen Cannatti Rick Chance Janice Brown		
Blake Tollett Barbara Watt Sharon Lamb

MAYFIELD
PARK

A Mayfield Park Historic Landscape Master Plan is being
commissioned to address the park’s long-term preservation
needs. Estimated cost is $20,000.

NEEDS YOU!

Please consider donating to this important project and
ensuring many more years of beauty for our beloved park!

Please consider donating!

More information about the plan can be found at mayfieldpark.org

Contact Us
Blake Tollett

Chair, Mayfield Park/Community Project
477-4028 | blake.tollett@earthlink.net

Janice Brown
Mayfield Park Garden Committee
janicehillbrown@gmail.com

Save the Date
Saturday, April 5, 2014

Trowel & Error

Annual Gardening Symposium

mayfieldpark.org
West Austin Neighborhood Group
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Fall Webwoms
Webworms are often found on pecan trees around Central
Texas. These caterpillars defoliate trees and create large
unsightly webs on the tips of tree branches. There are
2-4 generations of webworms that occur each year. The
first generation appears April- May and the last generation
occurs in the late fall. The last generation is the most
damaging generation, which provides these creatures with
the name fall webworm.
Webworm larvae, or caterpillars, are about an inch long
when fully grown. They are pale green to yellow with
tufts of long hairs projecting from their body. Most
people notice webbing that webworms create on the tips
of branches. Webworms feed within the webbing and use
it as protection from predators. When the caterpillars need
new foliage to feed on, they expand the web.

Webworms makes their webs at the tips of branches.
For more information or help with identification, contact
Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Also check out www.
urban-ipm.blogspot.com
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race,
color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

Tawny crazy ant fact sheet

Webworm caterpillars.
To manage these pests, depending on the size of the tree and
accessibility, you can prune egg masses off the tree before
they caterpillars emerge (egg masses are on the underside
of leaves and are covered with hairs) or prune out small
webs when they begin to form in the spring. Webs can also
be knocked out of the tree or opened with a stick or jet of
water to allow predators in. Insecticides are also available
for webworm management. Look for active ingredients
such as Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki (this product
specifically targets caterpillars), spinosad, tebufenozide or
carbaryl. Even when using a pesticide, the web must be
opened so the pesticide reaches the caterpillars.

West Austin Neighborhood Group

Tawny crazy ants are a new invasive ant species
from South America. They form large, very dense,
interconnected infestations. These ants nest and feed
inside houses as well as outside. They have a tendency
of shorting out electrical equipment and are an extreme
nuisance to live with. If these ants become established
in your neighborhood, they will spread from property
to property and you will be stuck with them. Control
with pesticides is not very effective and expensive.
The best course of action is to prevent them from
colonizing your area.

Prevention
• Inspect all outdoor items before bringing them
home. Tawny crazy ants are very good at
getting into things. They will nest in flower
pots, bags of mulch or soil, metal patio furniture,
construction materials as well as other items.
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Tawny crazy ant fact sheet, continued from page 9

•
•

For this reason, it is VERY important that you
inspect items for infestation before bringing
them home with you.
Talk with your neighbors. Spread the word
about the need to be vigilant in preventing these
ants from colonizing your neighborhood.
Look for these ants, if you catch them before
the population is large, it may be possible to
eradicate them. (All effected neighbors and
adjoining properties will have to co-operate in
several simultaneous treatments. Seek advice.)

Identification
• You see a whole lot of ants running around.
• They are all small to medium sized ants (1/8”
long). And they are all roughly the same size.
• They are yellowish-reddish-brown in color and
the same color over their whole body.
• They do not sting (“bite”) like fire ants.
• They form loose trails. The ants run around
erratically. They are not out in the middle of
a hot day.
• Squash a couple of ants between your fingers
and smell them. Tawny crazy ants will have a
slight acrid smell (like acid), NOT the strong
odor of blue cheese. “Smells like acid, send it
in. Smells like blue cheese leave it be.”
If you have a good magnifying glass, or microscope
tawny crazy ants will have …
• One node between abdomen and thorax
• A small circle of hairs at tip of abdomen
• Long legs & antennae
• Hairs on thorax arranged in pairs
How to submit samples
1. Collect ants in a plastic bag, small container or
something similar. Please do NOT collect on
tape! Collect at least 10 individuals. A small
piece of hot dog as a bait, placed into a bag after
ants accumulate is convenient. Place sample
into the freezer for at least 4 hours to kill the
ants. Remove any bait left in the bag! Include
a small piece of dry tissue paper in the bag for
padding and as a drying agent. Include a label
with the date you collected them and a precise
locality (either latitude and longitude or street
address). Include an e-mail address where
we can contact you. Either bring or mail (if
mailing please use a bubble envelope) the ants
to one of the following:
Wizzie Brown					
Edward LeBrun
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service		
Invasive Species Research Group
1600-B Smith Road				
Brackenridge Field Laboratory
Austin, TX 78721				
2907 Lake Austin Blvd.
Austin, TX 78703
West Austin Neighborhood Group

Treatment Options
• Removing harborage areas- fallen limbs, rocks,
leaf litter, etc. These ants will nest under pretty
much anything on the ground, so you may want to
remove anything that is not necessary.
• Alter moisture conditions (crazy ants prefer moist,
humid conditions)- reduce watering, repair any
leaks, improve drainage
• Eliminate honeydew producers from area. Crazy
ants tend honeydew producers such as aphids,
whiteflies, hoppers, mealybugs and scale insects.
• Use pesticide sprays to treat infested areas- under
rocks, along landscape edging, etc. Pesticide
sprays can also be used to create a barrier around
the outside of the home. Piles of dead ants may
build up in treated areas, so they must be removed
to keep the barrier maintained.
• Hire a pest management professional (PMP).
PMPs have access to pesticides that are unavailable
to homeowners and they also have experience
dealing with pest problems regularly.
You can find out more information here:
https://www.facebook.com/tawnycrazyants
http://urbanentomology.tamu.edu/ants/rasberry.html
http://www.tsusinvasives.org/database/rasberry-crazyant.html

ACL Festival 2013

ACL Fest was two weekends this year,
October 4-6and 11-13.As in the past, the
Cityof Austin & C3 Productions have been
installing City enforced “No Parking” signs
on selected streets in the Deep Eddy area.
General comments heard this year were that
it seems to be helping with keeping the
streets open for emergency vehicles.
Maps showing sign locations are always
posted on our web siteeach year.
Crowds seemed to be thinner this year,
at least the first weekend possibly due to
spreading the festival over two weekends.
The ACL dedicated patrol officers roving
in the area showed their presence this year
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dedicated patrol
roving
in the area showed their presence this year
by issuing a number of tickets. Remember
to abide by ALLparking laws, especially
during the festival. (i.e.: Park with your
right wheels to the curb, park 30 feet way
from “Stop” signs, and 15 feet from fire
hydrants etc.)The direct call-in number,
although initially issued incorrectly, worked
well for thosewho received the updated
number. Always check our website for the
latest information. Hopefully, that won’t
happen next year. Send your helpful
comments and thoughts to
ACL@WestAustinNG.com so that we can
continue to minimize the impact on our
neighborhood and work with the
City of Austin & C3 Productions
for a successful festival for all.

West Austin... You're Invited!!!
The Friends of Austin State Supported Living Center
would like to invite the residents of West Austin to participate in our fun, family-friendly event called the Spooktacular Seek and Sprint. On Sunday, October 27th, festivities will begin with a Kids K at 12:45 pm followed by a
5K Fun Run, a Scavenger Hunt and Fall Festival. There
will be live music, bouncy house, petting zoo, miniature
horses, face painting, Hey Cupcake! trailer, and MORE!
The Friends is a non-profit organization whose mission is
to improve the quality of life for the 300 residents who
call Austin State Supported Living Center home. The individuals who live at Austin SSLC have developmental and
intellectual disabilities. The Friends provide activities and
items for the residents that the state cannot pay for such
as a horticulture program, Special Olympics equipment,
birthday celebrations, community outings to amusement
parks, baseball games and movies – activities that most of
us take for granted. The Friends’ funds directly impact the
residents in a very positive way.

West Austin Neighborhood Group

While the Spooktacular Seek and Sprint is the Friends'
signature fundraiser, our goal is also to raise community
awareness of this beautiful campus located in the heart of
Austin and your neighborhood. The event itself serves as a
joyous occasion for our residents to mingle with the community. Please join us by registering for our Kids K or the
5K Fun Run at www.austinspooktacular.com, or simply
come to our campus at 35th and Exposition to enjoy the
Fall Festival and help us support this worthy cause.
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