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Our next meeting will be Monday March 3rd, 2014, 7:00PM, 
Location Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….

 Our neighborhood 
continues to grow and thrive, 
stepping up to new challenges as 
they arrive.  No one was surprised 
to learn from NPR recently 
that Austin’s traffic snarls have 
reached epic proportions.  You 
may have thought that the MoPac 
construction was the cause, but 
no, this is a genuine phenomenon.  
By 2030 (that’s less than twenty 
years, folks), the commute from 
Austin to Round Rock is projected 
to take three hours.  The news 
story quoted Mayor Leffingfwell 
as saying that this growth 
trajectory is nothing new -- Austin 
has been growing at a steady rate 
since the 1870’s, he said.  The 
transportation projections expose 
only one area in which we have 
failed as a city to plan for our 
future -- to envision, design, fund 
and build the needed infrastructure 
to insure that Austin retains its 
vital character, remains liveable, 
supports a sustainable lifestyle, and 

continues to attract newcomers, 
both creative musicians and 
artists as well as entrepreneurs 
and established businesses.  We 
need this new talent to build a 
city that is diverse and thriving.

 What do these projections 
mean for our neighborhood?  The 
primary take-away from the NPR 
story was that we cannot build our 
way out of our traffic nightmare.  
We cannot add more lanes of 
traffic to Mopac or I35 fast enough 
to keep pace with the population 
influx.  We cannot fund enough 
bonds fast enough to build light 
rail or buy new buses to solve the 
problem.  Understand, we do need 
to continue to consider alternative 
forms of transportation, including 
expanding bus lines and rail and 
bike lanes as well as the new 
express lanes on MoPac (see 
more information on the MoPac’s 
progress at www.mopacexpress.
com.  Instead, as the cliché goes, 
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we have to be the change.  We have to adopt new 
habits to get around.  We cannot continue to indulge 
in long commutes and ignore the possibility (and 
yes, the inconvenience and expense) of living 
closer to the office, of telecommuting, or god 
forbid, riding the bus. The moral of the NPR news 
story was that we have to change our own habits.  
I am no better than anyone else.  I live four miles 
from my office, yet I rarely bike to work and I ride 
the bus (which practically stops at my front door) 
if my car was is the shop.  When my son began 
driving last year, our family faced more challenges.  
Sometimes my family will take two cars to the 
same event to accommodate schedules that vary 
by less than a half hour. We have to change, not 
only because of the environment, or wastefulness, 
or global warming, but because of gridlock.

 WANG continues to walk a fine line 
between looking to the future while maintaining 
the character of our  neighborhoods.  We work 
with neighbors, architects, homeowners, and the 
City to insure that new construction and renovation 
efforts fit with the fabric of the neighborhood.  
Perhaps the greatest challenge we face is to 
continue our work in light of the City Council’s 
new configuration following the adoption 10-1 
plan, which will go into effect next year.  When 
the Commission was drawing new voting districts, 
I was startled by the vehemence of neighborhoods 
across the City which did not want to be 
affiliated with West Austin in any manner.  The 
Commission was unwilling to leave our planning 
area undisturbed.  Instead, we have been divided 
into two different districts.  WANG will work to 
convince other neighborhoods that our interests 
are generally aligned with the rest of the City, and 
we will continue to let the new Council know of 
the wide range of issues that are important to us.  

West Austin neighborhood group 
MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 3, 2014 BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS MEETING
By Michael Cannatti (Not Actually the Secretary)

These are the minutes of the West Austin 
Neighborhood Group Board of Directors Meeting 
on Monday, February 3, 2014 at the Howson Branch 
Library.  

I. Call to Order (7:07 pm):  The meeting was 
called to order with the following Board members 
in attendance:  Cathy Kyle, George Edwards, Joyce 
Basciano, Blake Tollett, and Michael Cannatti.  

II. Approval of Minutes (7:07 pm):  Approval of 
the January minutes was approved unanimously (5-0).  

III. Neighbor Communications (7:08 pm):  

A. Laguna Gloria:  Judith Sims, Director 
with The Contemporary Austin’s Laguna Gloria 
site, reviewed the master plan update work being 
undertaken in connection with the Betty and 
Edward Marcus Sculpture Park being developed 
pursuant to a$9M grant from the Betty and Edward 
Marcus Foundation. 

Action:  No action was requested. 

B. (Re)zoning Case No. C14-2013-0136 (3215 
Exposition - Austin Elm Terrace):  Cathy Kyle 
reported that the Planning Commission hearing for 
the application to rezone portions of their property 
from UNZ (unzoned) and SF-3 (single family 
residential) to MF-2 (multi-family residential 
low density) has been delayed by agreement 
until February 25, 2014.  Board members briefly 
discussed the case, noting that it is unclear what the 
path forward will be for the site.

Action:  No action taken at the meeting.  

IV. Committee Reports:  Approval of the 
December minutes was approved unanimously.  No 
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Minutes for February, continued from page 2

action was taken on the October minutes (previously 
postponed from the December board meeting).

A. Zoning/Board of Adjustment:  No additional 
report.

B. Transportation:  No report by August Harris 
due to “Honeymoon” scheduling conflict.  Mike 
Cannatti noted the street repair concerns and 
shoddy state of road pavement for many roads in 
our neighborhood, including Stamford Lane, Forest 
Trail, Windsor Road, to name a few.  The board 
was invited to identify other streets of concern, and 
Joyce suggested that Public Works be contacted 
about our concerns.

C. Membership:  No report.  

D. Communication:  No report.  Cathy noted 
that no President’s Message had been prepared for 
January.  

E. ANC Liaison Report:  Joyce reported that 
the Austin Neighborhood Council has requested 
that the Code Next project to rewrite the Land 
Development Code be slowed down to improve 
the outreach effort and improve comment input 
from citizens, especially because of concerns about 
the delayed timing for the Community Character 
Workshops and limited review opportunity for 
neighborhood stakeholders.  Mike suggested 
that ANC needs to publicize its concerns to its 
neighborhood organizations.  Blake asked why 
the rewrite process was being pushed since any 
concerns about code complexity seem to be 
undermined by the paucity of RDCC modification 
cases.  Board member also discussed concerns 
about any “form based” code approach being 
implemented through the Code Next process, as 
this would eliminate zoning use restrictions on 
properties.  There are also concerns about the 
proposed “missing middle” solutions to insert 
multi-family zoning next to existing commercial 

zoning properties, especially as this would relate 
to development along Exposition.  Blake asked 
if the neighborhood plan training meetings were 
addressing the LDC rewrite process. 

F. Pemberton Liaison Report:  Cathy noted 
that Pemberton Heights NA had not provided any 
official PHNA liaison designation.  Mike noted 
that PHNA has a new president, and promised to 
forward the contact information to Cathy. 

V. Old Business:  Under Old Business a general 
discussion concerning Austin’s Pets Alive facility 
revealed that a City Legal Department’s opinion has 
been sought concerning whether the organization’s 
operation is within the Land Development Code 
allowances for their zoning district.

VI. Treasurer’s Report: George reported a current 
balance of $9,453.39 in our general account and 
$1,206.04 in our Oak Wilt Suppression fund.  George 
also reported on some payment-related problems 
with our Pay Pal account, and is investigating another 
service provider (FirstData) to handle our online 
financial transactions at a comparable cost and 
improved efficiency.  A report and recommendation 
will be provided at our next meeting.  George also 
requested that the board consider spending some of 
the funds on a neighborhood social, possibly with a 
view to establishing community connections with our 
new city council district 10 neighbors. 

VII. Old Business:  Mike noted that the October 
minutes had not been approved.  On a motion by 
Blake seconded by George, the October 2013 minutes 
were approved unanimously (5-0).

VIII. New Business:  None.

IX. Adjournment: At 8:00, the meeting was 
adjourned. The next board meeting will occur on 
Monday, March 3, 2014 at 7 pm at the Howson 
Library. 
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TROWEL & ERROR!

 On April 5, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., Mayfield Park will host Trowel 
& Error, the spring event that annually 
attracts gardeners from all over Central 
Texas to hear experts give time-tested tips 
for beautiful gardens. Although lectures 
begin at 10:00, the event  “opens” at 9:30 
for those early birds who want to purchase 
Mayfield’s hard-to-find heirloom bulbs 
and perennials for their April gardens 
and to stroll the garden paths in the early 
morning peacefulness.

 Sponsored by Friends of the Parks 
of Austin, Trowel & Error will feature 
three dynamic and knowledgeable garden 
experts, beginning with Amanda Moon, 
Heat and Drought Tolerant Plants You 
May Not Have Heard Of (or Thought 
About Using) followed by Jay White, 
Fence Me In – Selecting the Proper 
Support for Tomatoes. Rounding out the 
symposium will be Patty Leander, Go 
Vertical in the Garden With Climbing, 
Vining and Twining Vegetables, 

Introducing…

GARDENSOURCE
Austin’s New Online  

Garden & Landscape Center 

www.gardensource.org 

We sell plants that do well in our region,  
use low amounts of water,  

and are approved by the City of Austin’s  
Grow Green Program. 

Delivered to your home. 

 Not to be missed will be the 
legendary raffle of “garden goodies”. 
Everyone goes home a winner. It’s a 
wonderful way, rain or shine, to spend a 
morning learning how to add color into 
your landscape while relaxing among 
gregarious peafowl, towering palms, 
flowering trees, and ponds filled with 
lilies…and for only a $5.00 donation!! 
For more information please contact 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!



and termite swarmer (illustration above).

 Termite swarmers have antennae 
that are not elbowed and the waist is not 
narrowed.  The wings on termites are of 
similar size and shape and have many 
veins.  Termite swarmers have a wing stub 
left on the thorax once the wing detaches 
from the body.

For more information or help with identification, 
contact Wizzie Brown, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service Program Specialist at 
512.854.9600.  Also check out www.urban-
ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational 
purposes only.  Reference to commercial 
products or trade names is made with the 
understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no 
endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service or the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is 
implied.

Extension programs serve people of all ages 
regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, 
sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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Ants vs. Termites
 Soon ant and termite swarmers will 
be seen flying in Central Texas.  Swarmer 
is another term used to describe the 
reproductive stage of ants and termites.  
These insects have wings when they 
initially leave the colony, but the wings are 
either shed (by termites) or chewed off (by 
ants) before they form a new colony.  Some 
people may have trouble distinguishing the 
two types of insects, but with a few key 
characteristics, it can be very simple.

 Ant swarmers have elbowed antennae 
and a narrow, or constricted, waist. The 
front and back wings of ants are not similar 
in size or shape and have few veins.  If the 
wings are missing from the ant swarmer, 
there will not be a wing stub left on the 
thorax from where the wing was attached.

Ant swarmer (above illustration) 
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