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President’s Message
By Gwen Jewiss

Thanks to all of you who were able to
join us at Reed Park on October 21st for
our Annual Social & Meeting.  It is
always a pleasure to meet new neigh-
bors, even if it turns out that we’ve been
neighbors for some time!  I would also
like to again thank all of those who
helped put the event together; our
Board members, speakers Mark
Walters, Laurie Limbacher & Dr John
Abbott, the folks at the information
tables from Austin Energy and UT’s
Biological Field Lab, as well as Central
Park Animal Hospital for providing the
petting zoo for the child in each of us.

One of the Annual’s primary purposes
is to elect the Board and Officers.
Having accomplished that, we will next
be re-establishing Committee Chairs
and welcoming volunteers to partici-
pate in those Committees.  Please take
a moment to look at the topics on our
website, www.deepeddy.com/wang,
and consider how you might like to
participate, and give back to our com-
munity.   Some of the committees, such
as zoning, are active on a weekly basis
while others only convene when there
is a need.  We will also be starting to
develop a list of people who are inter-
ested in participating in next year’s
Neighborhood Planning process.  In
addition to the various stakeholders,
some of who will eventually become
part of the contact team, volunteers will
be deployed to canvas the area for a
variety of tasks, from gathering opinions
to surveying trees.     Feel free to con-
tact me or any of the current board
members to learn more.

As the ‘season of giving’ approaches,
please consider donating – time to one
of our Committees or to one of our area
parks.  There are several organizations,
such as Friends of Deep Eddy or Friends
of Mayfield Park, working to restore and
reinvigorate our local treasures.  Other
groups sponsor single day events, such
as ‘clean-ups’, at Shoal Creek Park,

Town Lake Hike & Bike, and so on.

Happy Holidays!

Minutes of Annual Social

Saturday, October 21, 2005, 10:00 AM

Reed Park

Chair: Gwen Jewiss, President

Attending: Basciano, Bennett,
Cannatti, Edwards, Harris, Jewiss, Keig,
Pascoe, Pfluger, Tollett

Jewiss called the meeting to order and
introduced the members of the
Executive Committee to the audience.
She then thanked all the folks who
helped make the event a success
including Central Park Animal Hospital
and Seattle’s Best.

She spoke briefly about the year’s high-
lights and about the priorities surround-
ing the City’s neighborhood planning
process, the Brackenridge Tract updates
and the possibility of historic designa-
tion.  

Neighbor Presentations:

1. Austin Energy:  Austin Energy’s
Utility Line Superintendent Ray
Henning and Utility Line Clearing
Leader Craig Stoughton spoke briefly
about tree pruning in the neighbor-
hoods.  They are planning to undertake
a tree survey of the area.  Austin Energy
provided saplings that were raffled
gratis at the Social.

2. Brackenridge Field Labs:  John
Abbott spoke about the University’s
Field Lab that is located on the
Brackenridge Tract.  Among other
unique findings of the field lab, they
have identified 1200 different moth
species in that area alone which shows
the biodiversity of the area. The also do
extensive fire ant research at the field
labs. They look forward to working
more closely with the neighborhoods in
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thanked the owners on behalf of
WANG for working with affected
neighbors.
Zoning:

(1)  O.Henry Middle School  Tollett
reports neighbor communications
regarding problems with O.Henry
Middle School students passing
through the neighborhood.
Neighbors also requested WANG look
into possible one-way traffic restric-
tions during student drop-off and
pick-up.  It was suggested that the
neighbors attend an upcoming PTA
meeting and voice their concerns.  It
was also suggested that the neighbors
bring their concerns to the attention of
O.Henry Principal Price and AISD.  If
unsatisfied with the response, neigh-
bors were urged to again approach
WANG with specific concerns.

(2)  Proposed Light Ordinance  Jack
and Ann Swingler previously provided
WANG with two sample light ordi-
nances for review.  Pascoe reported on
the typical process used to bring such
a proposed ordinance before the
Austin Neighborhoods Council and
the Austin City Council.  Pascoe will
provide sample resolutions.  The dis-
cussion centered on keeping any pro-
posed ordinance simple, free of per-
mitting requirements and aimed
toward intrusive residential security
lighting only.  On a motion by Jewiss
with a second by Alguire WANG
voted unanimously to endorse carry-
ing this project forward.  Tollett and
Pfluger will continue the research into
this project.

(3)  3306 Enfield Road Variance
Request C15-06-141  Aaron Googins,
owner of both 3302 and adjoining
3306 Enfield Road, is requesting a
variance to increase the maximum
impervious coverage requirement
from 45% to 55% in order to erect a
circular driveway at 3306 Enfield
Road.  Mr. Googins was not in atten-
dance.  Tollett reports being informed
by Mr. Googins that this property was
purchased in May 2006 and that the
circular driveway was being proposed
due to safety issues arising from exit-
ing the property onto Enfield Road.
Tollett noted that this property has a
possible active building permit for a
second story expansion of the existing
duplex to a 6 bedroom, 6 bath struc-
ture.  The permit dates from an appli-
cation filed on February 9, 2006 one

day prior to the Interim Development
Regulations.  Tollett further reports
that Mr. Googins claims to be
unaware of the status of the pre-exist-
ing building permit.  However, City
records indicate a layout inspection
was requested in August 2006 even
though no building activity had
occurred.  Pfluger reported this
process is sometimes utilized to
extend building permits.  Two neigh-
bors spoke in opposition to the vari-
ance request.  Tollett reports that the
building permit in addition to the pro-
posed additional driveway has led
some neighbors to suspect a “stealth
dorm”.  WANG voted unanimously to
oppose the variance request on a
motion by Tollett with a second by
Harris.  Cannatti reported City staff is
reviewing the permit extension
process.  

Infrastructure:
No Report

Communications:

The WANG Executive Committee dis-
cussed setting a date for its annual
retreat.  Members in attendance
agreed on the evening of Tuesday,
November 28th.

Liason:

Pascoe reported on an additional
Vertical Mixed Use (VMU) presenta-
tion to the Austin Neighborhoods
Council at its Monday, November
13th meeting.  Pascoe also reported
that the ANC Holiday Party is sched-
uled for the evening of Monday,
December 4th at the Light Bar.  Jewiss
reported on the offered WANG tour of
the of UT Field Lab facilities; she will
contact UT personnel for possible
dates.  Jewiss also reported on the
$125,000 grant awarded to Friends of
Deep Eddy by the Michael & Susan
Dell Foundation.  Jewiss will write a
thank you letter to the
foundation on behalf
of WANG.

Membership:

Tollett requested updat-
ed electronic member-
ship applications;
Cannatti to supply
same.
Transporation:
Harris made available

traffic noise barrier informational fly-
ers published by the Texas
Department of Transportation.  Harris
also reported receiving a sidewalk
request to accommodate runners on
the north side of 35th Street between
Exposition and Balcones.  Cannatti
reported neighbor communications
arising from idle buses parked along
Windsor Road, just west of the
Exposition intersection.  Attending
members also acknowledged prob-
lems due to buses blocking site lines
of oncoming traffic.  Instances of col-
lisions and near collisions were
reported.  Harris offered to communi-
cate this information to Capital Metro.

Historic:
No Report

Treasurer:

Harris reports the separate savings
account was closed and its contents
consolidated into the main WANG
account which had a balance of
$2,434.64.  The oak wilt fund had a
balance of $1,201.38.

New Business

WANG was asked if we had
knowledge of any planned construc-
tion at 3303 Bonnie Road.  Tollett
reported WANG had not been noti-
fied of any demolition permit applica-
tions.

Ross Robinson, Superintendent of the
Austin State School, was unable to
attend to provide information regard-
ing the proposed State sale of a house
and small tract of land along northern
Exposition Blvd.  Suggestions were
offered toward identifying zoning
options which may be available for
former State land.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

the future and welcome the opportu-
nity to show the facilities to interested
groups.  They are anxiously awaiting
UT’s decision on the fate of the
Brackenridge Tract and the Field Labs
which include 88 acres of the 350
acre tract.

3. Neighborhood Plan: Mark
Walters, Senior Planner,
Neighborhood Planning and Zoning,
addressed the neighborhood planning
process, a formal City driven action.
They currently intend to start West
Austin’s neighborhood plan during the
first part of 2007.  They are currently
working on North and South Austin
neighborhood plans.  They will
engage a diverse group of stakehold-
ers as well as anybody that has an
interest in the process.  Among topics
that will be addressed are land use
and urban design as well as local
transportation including how to get
around the neighborhood without
cars.  They will be working with
Austin Energy regarding trees and may
help with reforestation in certain
areas.  The planning process will take
approximately 12 to 18 months to
complete once we begin.  City Staff
recognizes that the potential develop-
ment of the Brackenridge Tract is a sig-
nificant component. Tollett suggested
that City Staff talk to the State regard-
ing the State School as well.  

The City will establish a website for
our planning area.  The process will
begin with a survey, both on line and
via mail to all property owners and
anybody who has an account with
Austin Energy in the neighborhood.
After the surveys are collected, the
City will host topic workshops that
everyone will be invited to attend.  A
list of general goals and actions will
then be established.  From those, the
City will determine the feasibility of
each.  At the end of the process, the
City will notify all of the results.  The
planning area’s boundaries have not
been finalized but are initially
planned to include the area from Lake
Austin to West 35th Street and east to
Lamar save and except for Old West
Austin, whose plan has already been
finalized.  The final plan will be added
as an amendment to the City’s
Comprehensive Plan.  It will impact
zoning matters and will also be used
to establish needs in the City’s Capital
Improvements Budget.  Plan amend-

ments can be requested twice a year
in February and June.  

4. Local Historic Districts:
Laurie Limbacher, Chair of the City’s
Landmark Commission spoke on his-
toric zoning and local historic dis-
tricts.  There was an ordinance in
2004 that allowed for the creation of
local historic districts (LHD).  An LHD
will impact zoning and site develop-
ment while also establishing design
criteria by area.  New construction
within and LHD would have to be
compatible with other structures in
the vicinity. This is a more powerful
tool than other ordinances because it
does establish design guidelines. She
noted that Sandborn maps, available
at the Austin History Center and
online are wonderful resources for
research.  The city has a cultural
resource survey but it is out of date
(1984) though it is a good resource for
identifying priorities.  Additional
information on LHD’s is available
from the City preservation office.    

She discussed her neighborhood as an
example.  In the 1960’s much of her
neighborhood was rezoned to multi-
family resulting in the destruction of
the fabric of the neighborhood.
Designation as an LHD rolled back
the zoning to single family.
Clarksville is currently in process of
getting LHD designation though she
didn’t know the status.  However, she
noted that they were fortunate
because they had already done all of
the legwork to be designated a
National Register District.  She
requested that any questions be
directed to Steve Sadowsky at
974.6454 or Beth Wilson at 974.3524

Election of Board:   Jewiss announced
the slate of members for election to
include Chris Alguire (Secretary),
Mary Arnold, Joyce Basciano, Joe
Bennett, Mike Cannatti, Erik Cary,
George Edwards, Mike Falk
(Treasurer), August “Happy” Harris
(President Elect), Connie Heyer, Gwen
Jewiss (President), Kathy Keig, Susan
Pascoe, Ken Pfluger, and Blake Tollett.
The Motion was made and second
with those in attendance and voting,
the slate was elected 56 -0. 

Adjournment: There being no further
business, Jewiss adjourned the
meeting.

November Meeting Minutes
By Chris Alguire

Secretary

The Executive Committee (ExComm)
of the West Austin Neighborhood
Group (WANG) held its November
monthly meeting on November 6,
2006 at Howson Library.  President
Jewiss called us to order at 7:05 p.m.

ExComm members present:  Alguire,
Arnold, Bennett, Cannatti, Edwards,
Harris, Jewiss, Kieg, Pascoe, Pfluger
and Tollett

Recorded Guests:  Paula Boyd, Gary
B. Wilcox, Edward Tasch, Patricia
Jobe, Jane M. Cohen, Larry Sager,
Peter de Bretteville, FloAnn Randle,
Sara Madera

On a motion by Tollett with second by
Edwards the minutes of the previous
meeting were approved.

Neighborhood Communications:

Jane Cohen and Larry Sager gave a
presentation about a proposed vari-
ance request at 2200 Scenic Drive.
The property owners propose adding
two bedrooms and an elevator to the
existing structure, holding close to the
original lake house footprint.  The
structure is located on the Lake Austin
side of Scenic Drive and sits below
street level.  The owners report the
current ramp access from the street is
steep and hazardous.  A previous vari-
ance, dating back to the original con-
struction in the 1970s, requires the
structure to remain below street
height.  The proposed structure would
exceed street height in two areas:  the
planned elevator and a portion of the
roof line of the addition.  The elevator
is planned to be 8 feet over street level
for its 6.5 foot width.  The roof line is
planned to exceed street level by
between 18 inches and 3 feet.  The
owners report an existing berm and
plantings should screen much of the
exposed roof.  Jane, Larry and their
architect, Peter de Bretteville, report
keeping all immediate neighbors
informed and hosting an open house
to share their plans with the neighbor-
hood.  They state the immediate
neighbors support the proposed con-
struction and that they have received
no other reports of opposition.
WANG took no action.  Cannatti
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