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President’s Message
April 2004

Chilly Spring Greetings to all!
I’m going to cut this President’s Message short

to make space for an educational bit from Hal
Katz about the Travis County Hospital District.
The hospital district article is offered for informa-
tion purposes and has not been endorsed by
WANG.

Holiday House, aka “Six Napkins”
But before we go there, I will take the liberty

of re-printing a short e-mail about the status of
the Holiday House.  This comes from our very
own native resident and WANG Board member,
Stephen Griffith:

Yesterday evening my wife was busily plan-
ning our summer vacation on the internet. It fell
to me to provide dinner. No problem, standard
operating procedure is…call the Holiday House
on Exposition. I dialed the number I know by
heart. Nobody answered. I let it ring 20 times,
and nobody answered. My blood ran cold.
Check the watch, 6:30 p.m. … Wednesday.
They should be there. I tried again… nobody
answered. Could it be IT has already happened?
They always said May. It’s still April! May is not
here yet. May is still in the future. It’s not now.
How could I continue to deny it will happen at
all when nobody answered?

Well, probably they are just extra busy
tonight. I called the Bee Caves location.
Nobody answered! In desperation, I called the
old Airport location. Someone picked up the
line. The person said, “Six Napkins, may I help
you?”

Six Napkins?! Immediately I asked to talk to
the manager. There must be some mistake.
Ron, the manager, broke the news. He said over
the weekend the Holiday House on Exposition
closed. And not just on Exposition, the one Bee
Caves as well. He says his Airport location is
now under his ownership. Bottom line? The
whole Holiday House business has gone belly
up. It’s all gone. 

But don’t despair. Ron said he intends to
keep the exact same menu at Six Napkins that
the previous Airport Holiday House had. He
even has retained some of the old Holiday House
cooks. They also have the same phone number
– 452-3136. He said he wants to work with
Holiday House attorneys to try to buy the
Holiday House name. And here’s the kicker.
He plans to expand into Tarrytown. He and his
wife will be scouting out our neighborhood this
weekend for possible locations.

I told him that as a member of the WANG
board, I can safely say WANG wishes him the
best of luck in is new business. Maybe we could
put our heads together and do more than that?
Maybe we could suggest various possible loca-
tions or put him into contact with a local com-
mercial real estate broker? Let’s think about it.
And let’s hope!

Heritage Homes Tour 2004 to Showcase Old
Enfield Neighborhood

On May 8, 2004, the Heritage Society of
Austin’s 12th annual Heritage Homes Tour 2004
will take place in historic Old Enfield, one of
Austin’s oldest and most beautiful central-city
neighborhoods.  This year’s tour includes homes
in the southern portion of the Old West Austin
Historic District (OWAHD), which spawned res-
idential development in the area in the early
1920s.  The Homes Tour will be conducted as a
walking tour from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
and will feature six historic homes in Old
Enfield, which is bounded by Mopac Expressway
to the west, 24th Street (Windsor Road) to the
north, Shoal Creek to the east and Enfield Road
to the south. Homes appearing in the tour will be
1505 Windsor Road, 1706 Windsor Road, 1710
Windsor Road, 2211 Windsor Road East, 1504
Marshall Lane and #3 Niles Road. Tour head-
quarters sit on the grounds of the Pease Mansion,
now undergoing restoration by owner Jeff
Sandefer.  Advance tickets to the tour are $15 for
HSA members, $20 for nonmembers, and $15
for children 13 and under. Ticket prices on tour
day are $25 for adults, and $20 for those 13 and
under. 

That’s all from me for now.  As always, please
feel free to contact me on matters of neighbor-
hood concern.

Michael Rocco Cannatti
338-9100 or mike@hamiltonterrile.com

Creation of the Travis County Hospital District
A Step Toward Improving Healthcare in the

Community
By Hal Katz
Increases in the need for trauma services,

emergency room capacity, and indigent care
have forced our community to focus on available
solutions, which includes the creation of a hos-
pital district.  Hospital districts are constitutional
creations that serve as a vehicle for communities
in the delivery of healthcare to its population.
Once created, hospital districts have the sole
authority to raise funds and provide healthcare to
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Cap Metro Amenities Project/Community
Connections Workshop held on 3 April 2004.
She said our neighborhood is scheduled for a
slew of improvements to bus stops with some
emphasis on sidewalk continuity and accessi-
bility. Build Greater Austin is the City organiza-
tion that gets/gives information to Cap Metro
about sidewalk needs. Selina Serna emailed in
that she had spoken with Cap Metro project
manager Travis Hausmann and that letters have
been sent to effected property owners concern-
ing the proposed bus pad and sidewalk
improvements. “Neighbor response has been
limited to clarification inquiries for specific
improvements, and requests that timing for
construction at a few sites work around some
scheduled vacations for some property own-
ers.”

(E) Historic district Not much new.
Discussion of historic zoning by the City and
homes in federal historic districts in general.
Demolition of structures in a historic district is
subject to federal guidelines. Homes scheduled
for demolition that contribute to the historic
district receive more scrutiny. We will follow
up with possibly getting a City representative to
come talk with WANG about the proposed City
guidelines for historic zoning and City historic
districts. 

(F) Infrastructure A report on sound walls on
MoPac will be given at the May meeting. 

(G) Nominating Eric Cary reports that he has
the names of seven potential new members for
the Executive Committee. The ExComm cur-
rently has two unfilled slots. 

(H) Zoning
2613 Delwood Place, Michael Green,

owner — Mr. Green and his family live behind
the Tarrytown United Methodist Church and
wants to do some renovations. Their current
architectural plans will require filing variance
requests. The variances they anticipate needing
are a side-yard variance of between 3 and 6
inches, a side street incursion of an additional
few feet (there is already a grandfathered non-
conforming incursion on the side street set-
back), and a rear yard incursion into the 10 foot
setback by 5 feet (they are attaching the main
house to an accessory building, and an acces-
sory building must be at least 5 feet off the rear
property line, whereas the main structure must
be 10 feet off the rear property line). A general
discussion followed. Mr. Green was thanked
for coming to the ExComm before he filed his
variance requests and was requested to please
return when he actually has filed. 

HDP-04-0066; 3409 Glenview—This is a
Brykerwood NA case that had gone to the
Historic Landmark Commission. Brykerwood
NA president Joyce Basciano said she had
worked with the owner on the matter and
Brykerwood NA supported the removal of the
building.

C15-04-053; 1906 Scenic Drive—The
Baizer’s contiguous and cross street neighbors
from this property, have asked the City for an
interpretation of the building codes, specifical-

ly whether a building permit was correctly
issued to the property for the construction of a
retaining wall on the south side of the lot.
Richard Suttle, the Baizer’s representative,
made a presentation to the ExComm in which
he laid out his argument that the retaining wall,
because it is supporting the ramp into the park-
ing garage, is a structure under the code and
needs to be set back from the property line. The
question is whether the City made a mistake in
issuance. On motion from Linda Dickens and
seconded by Ken Pfluger, the ExComm sup-
ports the Baizers in their request, supports the
appeal and opposes the issuance of the build-
ing permit on the retaining wall.

3208 Enfield— Blake reports that so far his
attempts to get the City to enforce the building
codes at this location are frustrated. He will
step up his efforts this next month.

C15-04-041; 3801 Stevenson Avenue; Jack
and Ann Swingler, owners; Tina Contros, agent-
The applicant has requested a variance to
decrease the minimum front street setback
requirement from 25 feet to 12 feet 3 inches in
order to erect an addition to a single-family res-
idence. Tina Contros, by
request, presented that
the variance is required
“…in order to erect an
addition to an existing
non-complying attached
garage to accommodate
two vehicles, a small
storage closet and a
laundry…”  After discus-
sion, Linda Dickens
moved and Susan Pascoe
seconded a motion to
oppose the variance
request. The vote was 7-
2 to oppose. The
ExComm was sympa-
thetic to applicant’s
desire for a larger
garage, but the front
yard incursion was
thought to be too
great, and would set a
bad precedent for the
area. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Checking $1242.93
Savings $3178.52
Oak Wilt Fund $1195.73
Paid membership 281

A summary of a public meeting concerning
the Taylor Slough renovation project was given
out to members of the ExComm. 

Robert Hanson, a neighbor who lives on
Windsor Road, spoke to the ExComm about his
concern over the lack of pollution controls
(absent or poorly maintained) on the various
construction projects in the neighborhood. As
he pointed out, the runoff has to go some-
where, and all too often winds up in the storm
sewers that drain directly to the lakes. Michael
Falk, infrastructure committee, volunteered to
work with Mr. Hanson to seek a remedy. 

Adjourn
Blake Tollett

Assistant Secretary
WANG  

the community, all within constitutional and
statutory limitations. The City and County can
no longer assess taxes for such services.  

Currently, the City spends 6 cents per $100
valuation for health care; the County spends
1.3 cents per $100 valuation.  The hospital dis-
trict plan calls for all County residents to pay
the same rate, which would result in City resi-
dents paying the same if not less than what they
currently are paying because of the homestead
exemption.  The existing City and County prop-
erty taxes for healthcare would be eliminated.
Unlike the existing City and County arrange-
ment, the district enabling legislation ensures
the district rate could not exceed 25 cents per
$100.  The proposed hospital district would
generate an extra $5 million to help shore up a
local health system hobbled by skyrocketing
insurance rates, overcrowded emergency
rooms, and the needs of thousands of unin-
sured residents.  

Travis County is the only urban area in Texas
without a hospital district.  In 2003, the Texas
Legislature amended state laws to allow Travis
County to develop a hospital district in a man-
ner that adapts our unique approach in caring
for our indigent population.  On May 15, Travis
County voters will have the opportunity to
approve the creation of a hospital district.   

Currently, the City of Austin provides indi-
gent care through the use of the City clinic sys-
tem and Brackenridge Hospital.  The clinics are
understaffed and Brackenridge is operated by
Seton Healthcare Network under to a long-
term lease.  This structure and available
resources do not inadequately address the
demands for healthcare in the Austin/ Travis
County region.  Statistics demonstrate that:

• The trauma center at Brackenridge is over-
burdened.  Emergency room staff must
redirect roughly 30% of ambulance traffic
because the ER has reached capacity.  It
serves more than 11 counties for most
services and up to 24 counties for some
services.  

• The emergency care in the region is over-
burdened. Over the past four years, there
has been a 31% growth in ER visits, but
only 16% of patients arrive in an ambu-
lance. 

• Texas has the highest rate of uninsured
patients in the nation at 24.7%. This con-
tributes to the high cost of charity care
and bad debt in the hospitals and medical
community. While two-thirds of those
uninsured are employed, two-thirds of
that employed group earn less than 200%
of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL); about
one-fourth earn less than 250% of the
FPL.  An estimated 24% of the population
in the five-county area is uninsured; about
29% of children are uninsured and 71%
of adults under the age of 65.  Most of the
population over 65 is covered by
Medicare. 

• As more Texans go without health insur-

ance, they overload clinics.  Since some
Texans do not qualify for clinic services,
they crowd the ERs with non-emergency
needs. 

• The need for adequate care is only increas-
ing. Brackenridge, owned by the City of
Austin and leased to Seton, provides indi-
gent care in the surrounding five-county
area.  The projected growth for this area
will reach 1.8 million people in 20 years.

• Twenty-three percent of the population is
in need of mental health services.  Access
to inpatient psychiatric beds is increasing-
ly limited.  Austin State Hospital, serving
36 counties, is diverting a growing num-
ber of patients to other state hospitals.

• There is a need to expand services for
those with mental health and chemical
dependency issues.

• Many federal and state programs have
been cut recently, such as the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP).

As a unit of local government, the hospital
district would be governed by a nine-member
board appointed by the Austin City Council
and the Travis County Commissioners Court.
Austin and Travis County’s existing healthcare
budgets would be merged into a single district
budget. The district may receive funds through
property taxes, only after the Travis County
Commissioners approve the district’s budget
and set its tax rate.  The district would own the
City and County health clinics, as well as
Brackenridge Hospital, and the new Austin
Women’s Hospital (leased and operated by
Seton and the University of Texas Medical
Branch, respectively). 

The hospital district would be financed by
taxes and from the revenue generated from
patient care.  The district board determines the
eligibility requirements for indigent care, but
eligibility cannot be lower than 21% of the
FPL, which is about $3,700 per year for a fam-
ily of four in 2003.  The board also would
decide which services to provide in addition to
the mandated services.  The mandatory servic-
es include:

• primary and preventive services, including
immunization, medical screening servic-
es, and annual physical exams

• inpatient/outpatient services and rural
health clinics

• laboratory and X-rays services and physi-
cian services

• three drug prescriptions per month
• family planning and skilled nursing facili-

ty services.

A hospital district, with its capacity to
increase our community’s available healthcare
resources, will improve the health of our com-
munity.  A healthy community translates to a
more productive community by allowing (i)

businesses to be more profitable because of
lower insurance premiums and less time off for
sick employees; (ii) people to stay employed
because they do not miss work due to illness;
(iii) children to stay in school and not fall
behind because of illnesses; (iv) schools to
maintain their funding because of strong atten-
dance rates; and (v) tax-payers to save money
by lowering the number of people utilizing the
most expensive healthcare resource, the emer-
gency room.  

The proposed hospital district will not offer
solutions to all of our healthcare problems, but
it is a step in the right direction.  It will allow
our community to establish a single governing
body with the sole focus on and authority over
improving healthcare in our community. It will
provide a financing mechanism that is fair and
uniform across the district. 

West Austin Neighborhood Group
Executive Committee Meeting

5 April 2004

ExComm members present: Blake Tollett,
Eric Cary, Michael Falk, Ken Pfluger, Joyce
Basciano, Mike Cannatti, Linda Dickens, Joe
Bennett, and Susan Pascoe

Guests: Richard Suttle, Tina Contros, Mike
Green, Yvonne Lim, Stephen Truesdell, Sonia
Taborsky, Chris Garrigues, Ron Magnuson, and
Mike Sullivan 

Austin fire department representatives
Stephen Truesdell and Mike Sullivan gave an
overview of the department’s drive to secure
collective bargaining. This issue will come
before voters on the 15 May City ballot.

On motion by Linda Dickens, seconded by
Susan Pascoe, the minutes from the March
ExComm meeting were approved. 

Committee Reports
(A) Communications -The newsletter was

late this month. Sorry.
(B) Liaison no report
(C) Membership The 1st Annual Reed Park

Cleanup Party will take place on 24 April. The
Boat Yard restaurant will give a prize to the
group collecting the most trash. The Boy Scouts
will be the backbone of the effort. There was no
update on the Neighborhood Watch Program.
Mike Cannatti will have a handout letter and
block assignments ready for ExComm members
by the May meeting as part of the ongoing
membership recruitment effort.  

(D) Transportation An update from Ken
Pfluger on orphan sidewalks. The committee
has decided to focus on keeping in touch with
the City and Cap Metro so as to keep our
neighborhood needs in the planning loop.
Members also decided to focus on crosswalk
safety matters, beginning with attention to the
crosswalk on Lake Austin Boulevard at the
Gables Apartment. Susan Pascoe gave an
update on the most recent Cap Metro meeting-
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